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Ambassadors
From Page 1A

It was a journey Harris
completed at ProHealth
Care, where he had
surgery and was connected
with his oncologist, Dr.
Hamid Saadati. 

“ProHealth Care has a

great support system set in
place. And I was lucky that
through my work family
and my home family and
my fiancée I had a strong
support system,” said Har-
ris, who said his fiancée
helped him navigate the
research, paperwork and
treatments following his
diagnosis. 

“It was definitely a
scary situation but my
family and my support
system made my journey
much easier than it could
have been,” he said. 

Now going on four years
in remission, Harris is
getting ready for his wed-
ding next month. He
works as the general man-
ager of the downtown Mil-
waukee Panera.

And Harris is one of
three ambassadors who
will lead ProHealth Care’s
Walks for Cancer this

weekend. 
The walks are held annu-

ally on the first Saturday
in May, simultaneously
occurring in Mukwonago,
Oconomowoc and Wauke-
sha.

“People from across
Waukesha County and
beyond join together to
support cancer services at
ProHealth Care. Funds
raised at these events stay
here in Waukesha County
to have a direct impact on
the lives of our patients
each day,” said the organi-
zation’s website. 

The walks have raised
over $6.7 million to help
people in Waukesha Coun-
ty, according to ProHealth
Care. 

The funds go toward giv-
ing patents access to “life-
saving equipment, state-of-
the-art technology, the lat-
est clinical research trials,

a comprehensive sur-
vivorship program,
oncology nurse naviga-
tors” and more, accord-
ing to the ProHealth web-
site. 

Harris will lead the
RiverWalk for Cancer at
Frame Park in Wauke-
sha.  

“I was definitely hon-
ored to be asked,” he said,
adding that he hopes
sharing his story will be
helpful to others. 

And he said the upcom-
ing walks will help raise
awareness and help with
fundraising for what was,

in his experience, “a really
good organization.”

Stephanie Harshburger
is also an ambassador for
the walks, leading the
ParkWalk for Cancer at
Field Park in Mukwonago.

Like Harris, she also was
diagnosed with cancer at a
young age, learning she
had stage 1 breast cancer
at age 38.

“I was diagnosed in 2016
and I wanted to get my
story out there,” she said,
mentioning her experience
of being diagnosed at a
young age and her story of
survival. 

Harshburger completed
chemotherapy and a dou-
ble mastectomy.

“I grew up in Mukwona-
go so the ProHealth Clinic
was very familiar to me. It
was one of those things
where I felt really comfort-
able. I didn’t ever doubt
that I was going to receive
the best care,” she said.

And Janet Turner will be
the ambassador for Lake-
Walk for Cancer at Fowler
Lake in Oconomowoc. She

finished cancer treatment
in 2018 and said she felt it
was important to support
the walks and give back to
a program that is “incredi-
bly supportive of the
patient.”

Turner said she hopes
people throughout the
community will attend the
walks in recognition and
support of the programs in
the community treating
area cancer patients. 

The walks are also an
opportunity to bring
encouragement to those
facing a cancer diagnosis
and the family members
and friends in their sup-
port systems, whom Harris
noted have their own chal-
lenges to face. 

“In a lot of ways, a can-
cer diagnosis can be just as
hard for loved ones,” he
said. 

“I want to do what I can
to help others and try to
get some positivity out
there. If my words can
help even one person, I’ll
come away with a win,” he
said.  
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Sorrento
House 

to replace
Mama Mia’s 

in Wales
By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WALES — The Mama Mia’s
restaurant in Wales will bake
the last loaf of its beloved
garlic bread come Friday
when the business closes, but
a new Italian-style restau-
rant will take its place.

Reece Block, a former
Mama Mia’s employee, will
open the Sorrento House at
2000 W. Summit Ave., which
is where Mama Mia’s operat-
ed for 17 years.

Block said the restaurant
will feature similar styled
dishes, but will also incorpo-
rate handheld finger foods
that can be described as mod-
ern Italian with a twist, he
added.

“A lot of people talk about
the garlic bread,” Block said.
“A lot of recipes may reflect
a lot of what Mama Mia’s
used to have, but we won’t
have the exact same recipes.
We’ll still have garlic bread,
but it will be our own ver-
sion.”

As it turns out, many of
the staff from Mama Mia’s
will stay in Wales and work
for Block, who started at
Mama Mia’s when he was 16
years old before rising to the
general manager position. In
fact, a chef who worked at
Mama Mia’s for 16 years will
also cook for Sorrento House,
Block added.

“Out of any concept or
restaurant ownership, what a
perfect situation,” Block
said. “I already have relation-
ships with all of them so that
really helps.”

Within just two weeks, the
Sorrento House will already
be open for business.

“The turnaround time is a
lot quicker than people
expected, “Block said.  “We’ll
be open by May 14 already.”

WAUKESHA — The
Friends of Retzer Nature
Center donated $45,000 to
revitalize the Adventure
Trail at Retzer Nature Cen-
ter, the Waukesha County
Department of Parks and
Land Use announced

Wednesday.
The Adventure Trail has

served tens of thousands of
visitors since it was built in
1994 to provide universal,
barrier-free access to nature,
according to a press release.

This project will recon-

struct the existing trail to
ensure full ADA accessibility
and access for all abilities, in
addition to providing new
safety features. The Adven-
ture Trail will be designed
with input from local experts
and educators, including

teachers, occupation thera-
pists and social workers.

“Our members are pas-
sionate about environmen-
tal education for all,” said
Elaine Herberichter,
Friends of Retzer Nature
Center president. “Having

the opportunity to fund pro-
jects that enhance Retzer for
our community is an impor-
tant part of our mission.”

Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow said the
county is grateful for the
support provided by non-

profits such as The Friends
of Retzer Nature Center.

“Contributions like these
allow us to complete excit-
ing projects to help everyone
in our community explore
the natural world,” Farrow
said. 

Retzer Friends donate $45,000 to nature center
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Students from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee at Waukesha performed “Baby Shark” and other songs for La Casa de Esperanza students Tuesday.

Día de 
los Niños 
at La Casa

WAUKESHA — On Tuesday,
students and staff at La Casa
de Esperanza celebrated Día
de los Niños, the Day of the
Child. Many nations through-
out the world, and especially
within the Western hemi-
sphere, celebrate Día de los
Niños on April 30 to honor
and celebrate children, who
represent the hopes and
dreams of every community.

At right: Teachers at La Casa de
Esperanza joined students in games
and playful contests Tuesday to cele-
brate Día de los Niños.

BROOKFIELD — A 2015
Brookfield East High
School graduate is making
the transition from student
to teacher. Alex McTaggart,
currently studying history
at Rhodes College in Ten-
nessee, has received a Ful-
bright U.S. Student Pro-
gram grant for the 2019-20

school year. He’ll be work-
ing as a Fulbright English
teaching assistant in
Lithuania.

“As a history major, I am
passionate about learning
how a nation’s past shapes
its present,” said McTag-
gart in a release from
Rhodes College. “The Ful-

bright program will give me
the opportunity to explore
how Lithuanians were able
to preserve their national
identity, culture and lan-
guage under decades of
Soviet occupation.”

The Fulbright Program is
an international education-
al exchange programs spon-

sored by the U.S. govern-
ment. It is designed to
increase mutual under-
standing between the peo-
ple of our country and
those abroad. Recipients of
scholarships through Ful-
bright programs are chosen
for their academic merit
and intellectual potential.

McTaggart’s past experi-
ences include studying
abroad at the University of
Cape Town in South Africa
to study Nelson Mandela
and the anti-apartheid
movement and serving as a
public history extern at the
National Civil Rights Muse-
um in Tennessee.

Brookfield East graduate to teach English in Lithuania
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