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Lauren Anderson/Freeman Staff

Brookfield Academy girls basketball team visits La Casa
WAUKESHA — Brookfield Academy’s girls basketball team visited La Casa de Esperanza
Monday to run through some drills with the 4- and 5-year-old kindergarten students and dis-
tribute books to them. Ella Schlagenhauf talks with students about their new books.

Report of armed 
robbery in Delafield
proves false

DELAFIELD — On Sun-
day evening Delafield
police officers were dis-
patched to a gas station for
a report of an armed rob-
bery and hostage situa-
tion, which turned out to
be false.

When police arrived to
the PDQ, 2694 Sun Valley
Drive, around 5:17 p.m.
Sunday, they observed a
physical altercation taking
place in the business,
according to a news
release. En route, the offi-
cers had been advised that
the clerk was being held
hostage and there were
weapons involved. 

In fact, there was no
armed robbery in progress
and no one was being held
hostage; the altercation
was between two people
who had been traveling
together, according to the
news release. The matter
is still under investiga-
tion.

The Delafield Police
Department was assisted
by several area depart-
ments including the Hart-
land, Summit, Chenequa
and Oconomowoc Lake

police departments and
the Waukesha County
Sheriff’s Department.

Bank employee
allegedly stole 
$2,000+ from 
customer’s account

WAUKESHA — A former
bank employee allegedly
stole more than $2,000
from a customer’s bank
account, linking it to hers
before abruptly quitting
her job at the financial
institution.

Nancy Carlos, 21, of Mil-
waukee was charged in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court on Monday with
theft from a financial insti-
tution, value exceeding
$500 but not $10,000. If con-
victed, Carlos faces six
years in prison.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, on Sept. 22,
Brookfield Police officers

were dispatched to Great
Midwest Bank, 15900 W.
Bluemound Road, for a
report of an employee who
appeared to have stolen
$2,000-$3,000 from a cus-
tomer. 

Employees indicated an
account that was opened in
the 1980s and had no
deposits or withdrawal
activities for the last sever-
al years was noticeably
active.

Carlos allegedly linked
her personal bank account
with the victim’s, making
numerous transactions
and withdrawals on both
accounts in 2016. 

The bank estimated the
total theft from the
account  was $2,400.

On Sept. 21, Carlos
allegedly quit the compa-
ny, saying people were call-
ing her about the “rumor,”
which she called an
“error.”     

Former Oconomowoc man
gets prison for child sexual

assault, child porn
By Jake Meister

Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — A former
Oconomowoc man was sen-
tenced in Waukesha County
Circuit Court Monday to
eight years in prison and
eight years of extended
supervision for his guilt in
two separate cases — one in
the sexual assault of a
Waukesha child and the
other for possession of child
pornography.

Robert Stryker, 45, was
found guilty in a jury trial
last week of one count of
first-degree sexual assault of
a person under the age of 13. 

According to the criminal
complaint, the sexual
assault victim told investiga-
tors that Stryker put his
hand down her pants while
his children were in the
room watching cartoons.
The victim would later say
that Stryker inappropriately
touched her on at least one
other occasion.

The victim, still under 10,
took the stand during the
jury trial and reiterated that
Stryker had more than once
touched her sexually.

Stryker pleaded guilty
Jan. 14 to one count of pos-
session of child pornogra-
phy in a separate case that
began in 2014.It was decided
at the end of the jury trial
that the sentencing for both

cases would
be handed out
on Monday.

A s s i s t a n t
District Attor-
ney Michael
T h u r s t o n
began his
argument for
the sentencing

terms by discussing the
child pornography case. He
cited a report that said
images of children seem to
hold a special allure for
Stryker.

“It seemed like the more
forbidden, the stronger the
pull,” Thurston said.

More than 30 images of
child pornography were
recovered from Stryker’s
computer during the investi-
gation.

Thurston then recapped
the child sexual assault case
and trial. He requested the
court sentence Stryker to 15
years of confinement for the
sexual assault, to run con-
current to the guilty plea in
the child pornography case.

Stryker’s father read to
the court a prepared letter in
which he both expressed dis-
appointment in his son’s
actions and some pride in
his son‘s work ethic and
desire to receive treatment.

Stryker ’s attorney, Tony
Cotton, focused on the fact
that Stryker didn’t have a
criminal record prior to

2014. Cotton also spoke
extensively about how func-
tional a member of society
Stryker had been through-
out his professional career,
much of which was spent as
a successful engineer.

Cotton said Stryker had
responded well to his treat-
ment and counseling for his
sexual-oriented mental
health issues.

Cotton requested the court
sentence Stryker to a year in
Huber jail and 10 years of
extended supervision.

Judge Ralph Ramirez said
it was important to note that
the sexual assault and pos-
session of child pornogra-
phy did not involve physical-
ly abusive behavior. Howev-
er, he said both acts were
serious, aggravated offenses.

Ramirez said there was a
need to send a message to
Stryker and the community
regarding the seriousness of
sexual offenses that exploit
and harm children.“

“Children are our most
precious resource,” Ramirez
said. “They are our future.”

Ramirez said he did con-
sider the possibility of
ordering a sentence based
mostly on probation time,
but added that the serious-
ness of the offense was too
significant to just order pro-
bation.

Email: jmeister@conleynet.com.

Stryker

BROOKFIELD — A fire
inside Toys “R” Us on Fri-
day caused an estimated
$100,000 in damages and
closed the store just days
before Christmas.

At 9:51 p.m. Friday, fire-
fighters from all three sta-
tions of the Brookfield Fire
Department responded to a
report of a fire at Toys “R”
Us, 355 S. Moorland Rd. 

Upon arrival, Brookfield
Fire Chief Charlie Myers
said responders found a
“fire in the building that

was being controlled by the
store’s sprinkler system.”

Once crews arrived on
scene, they completed
extinguishing the fire and
conducted operations to
preserve the building and
limit further damage,
Myers said. 

The initial investigation
pinpointed the start of the
fire in the stuffed animals
section of the toy store,
though its cause remains
under investigation, Myers
said. An initial damage

estimate, without knowing
the full extent of smoke and
fire damage to the building,
is at $100,000.

The city’s fire department
received assistance from
the Town of Brookfield and
Elm Grove fire departments
during the ordeal.

As of Monday, the Toys
“R” Us store remained
“temporally closed” until
proper repairs can be made. 

— Chris Bucher, Freeman Staff

Fire at Brookfield Toys ‘R’ Us
causes $100K in damage 

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/WaukeshaFreeman


