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MADISON

Conservative group
expanding focus
nationally

MADISON (AP) — A con-
servative Wisconsin group
that’s filed lawsuits in
defense of several of Gov.
Scott Walker’s most con-
tentious proposals
announced Monday it is
expanding its work nation-
ally, with a focus on limiting
powers of the federal gov-
ernment. 

The Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty’s new
Center for Competitive
Federalism will focus on
filing lawsuits and issuing
policy statements target-
ing what it sees as federal
overreach, leaders of the
effort said at a Capitol
news conference.   

Three prominent Repub-
lican office holders — Lt.
Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch,
state Sen. Duey Stroebel
and state Rep. Dale Kooyen-
ga — participated in the
announcement and praised
the group’s work.   

Likening the federal gov-
ernment to ‘‘Big Brother,’’
Stroebel said he hoped the
new initiative would bring
about a national effort to
reject federal government
overreach ‘‘so we can all
push back together.’’ 

Legislator announces
‘Blue Lives Matter’ bill

MADISON (AP) — A Wis-
consin legislator
announced a ‘‘Blue Lives
Matter’’ bill Monday to
make targeting law enforce-
ment officers a hate crime
in the wake of the Dallas
shooting that killed five offi-
cers last week.   

Rep. David Steffen, a

Green Bay Republican, said
he believes the law enforce-
ment community deserves
the additional protection of
hate crime laws, adding
Wisconsin to a growing list
of states discussing similar
bills.   

Louisiana became the
first state to enact such leg-
islation in May, allowing
prosecutors to seek stronger
penalties when police, fire-
fighters and emergency
medical crews are inten-
tionally targeted because of
their professions. Lawmak-
ers in at least 13 other states
and in Congress have float-
ed similar proposals.   

Such legislation has
failed in four states and is
pending in five others and
in Congress, according to
the National Conference of
State Legislatures. Law-
makers in at least four other
states have said they plan to
introduce similar legisla-
tion but haven’t officially
done so.   

Lautenschlager, Bell
chosen to lead new
Ethics Commission

MADISON (AP) — For-
mer Democratic Attorney
General Peg Lauten-
schlager was selected Mon-
day as chair of Wisconsin’s
new Ethics Commission,
and the job of administra-
tor was offered to a former
analyst of the nonpartisan
board the panel was creat-
ed to replace.   

The new Ethics Commis-
sion consists of an equal
number of Democratic and
Republican appointees. It,
along with a similarly
organized Elections Com-
mission, this month
replaced the nonpartisan
Government Accountabili-

ty Board comprised of
retired judges. The Repub-
lican-controlled Legisla-
ture, along with Gov. Scott
Walker, pushed to replace
the GAB after its involve-
ment in an investigation
into Walker and conserva-
tive groups. 

The board voted unani-
mously to offer the job of
administrator to Brian Bell
with an annual salary of
$92,500. Bell accepted later
Monday, said board attor-
ney David Buerger.

3 Wisconsin teens
spent night in mine
before being found

MADISON (AP) —
Three teenage boys got
lost in a labyrinthine
abandoned iron mine in
southeastern Wisconsin
for hours, spending the
night huddled together
against the cold before
rescuers found them alive
and safe Monday after-
noon.   

The boys — Tate Rose
and Zachary Heron, both
16, and 15-year-old Samuel
Lein — were reported
missing about 9:45 p.m.
Sunday, authorities said at
a news conference.
Around 2 a.m. Monday,
police found their bikes
off a road near an
entrance to the mine,
Dodge County Sheriff
Dale Schmidt said.   

Firefighters and rescue
teams from multiple agen-
cies began searching the
mine, which Schmidt
described as a ‘‘vast
maze’’ of tunnels that goes
on for four miles.
Searchers’ efforts were
hampered by water that
was as deep as 8 feet in
some tunnels as well as a
number of cave-ins. 
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The vigil, according to
the announcement, will be
a service to recognize the
people who put their lives
on the line to protect the
community and country
and “for those who suffer
from acts of racial preju-
dice and profiling.”

SOPHIA has asked for
support from the area faith
community, along with
community leaders. 

The vigil will be held at 7
p.m. Thursday at First Con-
gregational United Church
of Christ, 100 E. Broadway.

Going forward, Baumann
said the leadership at the
Waukesha Police Depart-
ment wants their staff to
know they are appreciated.

“We support you, we care
about you. The cornerstone
of leadership is caring
about your staff,” Baumann
said. 

Email: kmichalets@conleynet.com

Training
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that stress to raise their
blood pressure, to get their
breathing going. It’s not real
life, but we try to encourage
them to yell and scream and
make it challenging for emer-
gency personnel so they’re
preparing for the worst.” 

Despite increased reports
of gun violence and mass
shootings in recent years,

Kober said it’s still common
for the public to think such a
situation couldn’t happen
locally. 

“I prepare with ‘when it
happens here’ (mentality),
and then hope it doesn’t,”
Kober said. “I’d rather pre-
pare for it to happen and then
when it does be ready to han-
dle it as best we can, as
opposed to hope it never hap-
pens.” 

Email: landerson@conleynet.com 
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Being Lois Lane 

By Karen Pilarski
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Lois Lane
is a strong and fierce jour-
nalist in the Superman
comics, films and televi-
sion shows. The original
Lois Lane, actress Noel
Neill, who starred in the
1948 serial, died on July
3. 

Columnist, journalist
and instructor Jessica
McBride is similar to the
character of Lois Lane.
McBride has dark locks of
hair, is determined and is a
talented journalist. 

It appears the apple didn’t
fall to far from the tree. 

“My grandmother Marian
‘Toni’ McBride was a pio-
neering female political
journalist in Wisconsin,”
said McBride, who also pens
a weekly column for The
Freeman.

She thinks of her grand-
mother as the real-life Lois
Lane. McBride found a pic-
ture of her raven-haired
grandma wearing a suit and
sitting by an old typewriter
in the 1960s. 

Her father and grandpar-
ents were in the news indus-
try and she would visit the
newsroom and hear the
clicking of typewriter keys.
Since the age of 5, she
always had a passion for the
craft.

Her grandmother worked
as a reporter for the Milwau-
kee Sentinel and her grand-
father was a reporter and
columnist for the Milwaukee
Journal. McBride recalls
going in the attic of their
home and finding all of her
grandmother’s press passes
— many of which granted
her access to cover first
ladies, such as Lady Bird
Johnson — and dusty photo
albums.

“In those days women
were only allowed to cover
women in politics,” she said. 

Marian McBride also

helped to include women in
the Milwaukee Press Club in
the 70s, by picketing in front
of the club. 

McBride always gravitat-
ed toward crime and politi-
cal stories, which she felt
were male-dominated beats. 

“I’ve always been interest-
ed in the gritty and hard-hit-
ting news aspect,” she said. 

McBride has noticed more
gender diversity in the politi-
cal arena of journalism,
though she doesn’t think
there are many female politi-
cal columnists in Wisconsin. 

Even on social media she
poses questions and more
men weigh in than women.
However she feels the tide is
turning and the journalism
landscape has more female
reporters and columnists
than it had. 

Inspiring future reporters 
McBride currently teaches

journalism at the Universi-

ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
She enjoys the mentoring
aspect of her role and build-
ing potential in her stu-
dents. 

“The newsroom can be
cynical and negative
sometimes, teaching is
about fostering what
works in a person,”
McBride said. 

While Lois Lane’s
steady gig was The
Daily Planet, McBride
enjoys the flexibility of

freelance writing and
teaching. She likes the

ability to pick and choose
her projects and explore dif-
ferent media platforms. 

She tells her students
media is constantly chang-
ing, and feels it’s important
to stay abreast of those
changes, while not aban-
doning the core principles
of journalism that make
newspapers special.
McBride loves the accuracy,
and verification process
newspapers do. 

“I’m not wedded to for-
mat, but wedded to con-
tent,” she said. 

Women reporters 
in popular culture

McBride admits she was-
n’t immersed in the culture
of Lois Lane, but remem-
bers the notable characters
of Mary Tyler Moore. She
considers these characters
as being pioneers emblem-
atic for real life journalists.  

“I think of the real people
who fueled the characters,”
McBride said. 

She was shown a 1940s
policy from a newspaper
stating if a female reporter
were to get married, they
would be fired. 

“It is hard for younger
reporters to appreciate
what female journalists in
the 70s accomplished and
the barriers they broke,”
McBride said. 

Email: kpilarski@conleynet.com

Marian ‘Toni’ McBride was a pioneering 
female political journalist in Wisconsin
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Columnist, journalist and pro-
fessor Jessica McBride's
grandmother Marian McBride
was a determined, talented
and dark haired journalist, like
Lois Lane.

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Education Foun-
dation has announced the
awarding of nearly $30,000 in
grants to help spur innova-
tion in Waukesha public
schools. 

Funds will be distributed
to 21 schools this year, nar-
rowed down from grant pro-
posals totalling $103,000. 

“The need for funding of
innovative programs contin-
ues to grow every year as the
educators in School District
of Waukesha find ways to
bring excitement to the class-
room,” Waukesha Education
Foundation President Sally
Michalko said.

Since its inception in 2002,
WEF has granted close to
$200,000 to support 155 pro-
jects and initiatives that ben-
efit the students of the
Waukesha School District.  

Through fundraising
efforts — including the Bob
Duckett Memorial Golf Out-
ing and annual WEF Walk or
Run for Family Fun — the
WEF relies on donations
from the community. This
year’s Bob Duckett Memori-
al Golf Outing will be held
July 18. 

In addition to announcing
the grant awards, 70 guests
were entertained at a June 9
ceremony by a combined
Waukesha West/Waukesha
South orchestra ensemble,
conducted by Jaime Drin-
genburg and Courtnay
Gildersleeve.  

Christine Allen, a scholar-
athlete graduating from
West High School, spoke
about the value of an educa-
tion and Superintendent
Todd Gray shared highlights
and successes of the innova-

tive programs being used at
the five charter schools,
seven magnet schools, four
school programs within a
school and across all district
schools.  

WEF board member Mark
Ziegler also announced the
WEF goal of growing the
education endowment fund
to $2 million by 2020, with a
goal of reaching $5 million
by 2025 to help fund class-
room innovation and other
district initiatives.

“A $2 million endowment
would allow the WEF Board
to distribute more grants
annually to the classrooms of
the School District of
Waukesha to help drive inno-
vation and bring added
resources to learning,”
Ziegler said. 

— Freeman Staff

Waukesha Education 
Foundation awards 26 grants,

announces $2M fundraising goal

WAUKESHA — La Casa
de Esperanza was recently
awarded $20,000 by the
Greater Milwaukee Foun-
dation’s Mary L. Nohl Fund
for the construction of a
mural on its new charter
school building. 

La Casa is among 20 visu-
al arts and arts education
programs in the communi-
ty to be awarded a total of
$338,000 in funding from
the fund. Established by
late local artist Mary L.
Nohl, the fund has made
grants of more than $7 mil-
lion since 2001 in support of
arts in the metropolitan
area. 

La Casa de Esperanza’s
funds will allow for the con-

struction of a 14-by-26-foot
mosaic mural that will sur-
round the façade of the
entrance to a new building
for La Casa Charter School. 

Milwaukee-based mosaic
artist Ann Wydeven will
lead more than 50 youth and
community members in dis-
cussions and workshops
from the planning through
installation phases. 

The 20-month project will
culminate with an unveil-
ing ceremony in spring
2018.

La Casa is in the process
of securing city approval
for a three-story expansion
at its current location as
the first piece in a three-
phase plan to grow its new

school over the next several
years. 

The school currently
offers 4K and 5K, and plans
to continue expanding its
classes, with the ultimate
goal of serving students up
to eighth grade. 

The addition — which
would extend north along
Caroline Street — would
add 11,504 square feet to the
existing building. 

The plan is to build 12
additional classrooms dur-
ing the multiphase expan-
sion, with construction
planned to begin this fall
and be completed in time
for the 2017-18 school year. 

— Freeman Staff 

La Casa awarded $20K grant 
to fund new school mural 
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Associated Press

Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch speaks in support of a new effort by the Wisconsin Institute for
Law and Liberty to combat what it sees as federal government overreach as the group’s
president Rick Esenberg, right, and director of the new center Mario Loyola listen on Mon-
day in Madison.


