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WISCONSIN

First responders call
for improvements 
to Wisconsin roads

MADISON (AP) — Police
and fire fighters from across
Wisconsin say public safety
is being put at risk because
of poor road conditions.   

Representatives from
organizations representing
state troopers, fire fighters,
sheriffs and police officers
on Tuesday called on the
Legislature to pass a sus-
tainable road funding plan.   

They did not advocate for
any particular proposal.   

Gov. Tony Evers has put
forward an 8-cent per-gallon
gas tax as part of his plan to
increase road funding by
$608 million over two years.
But Republican Senate
Majority Leader Scott
Fitzgerald last week said the
gas tax hike would be reject-
ed.   

The Legislature’s budget
committee planned to vote
Thursday on road funding.   

Groups represented at the
Tuesday news conference
were the Wisconsin Troop-
ers’ Association, the Profes-
sional Fire Fighters of Wis-
consin, the Badger State
Sheriffs’ Association and
the Wisconsin Professional
Police Association.

Man arrested after 
barricading in home
with 3 children 

FOND DU LAC (AP) —
Police say a man armed with
a knife who barricaded him-
self in a Fond du Lac home
with three children has been
arrested.    

Capt. Jason Lariden says
officers were called to the
home about 4:15 a.m.
because the 28-year-old man
was ‘‘acting unusual’’
according to others in the
house. Lariden says the man
was arrested about five
hours later and no one was
injured.    

A SWAT team was on the
scene as well as a police
negotiator.   

NATION/WORLD

Lakes Erie, Superior
set records as water
levels surge

DETROIT (AP) — Wet
spring weather has pushed
Lake Erie’s water level to its
highest point ever recorded.   

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers said Tuesday the
shallowest of the Great
Lakes hit the milestone in
May, surpassing the previ-
ous peak set in 1986.   

Lake Superior also
reached its highest known
level for the month of May,
although it has been even
higher at other times of
year.   

The Corps began measur-
ing Great Lakes levels in
1918.   

Chief watershed hydrolo-
gist Keith Kompoltowicz of
the Corps district office in
Detroit says precipitation in
the region last month was
21% above normal.   

He says Lakes Huron,
Michigan and Ontario might
also set records this sum-
mer.   

The Corps says flooding
and coastal erosion threats
will continue along Great
Lakes coasts, especially dur-
ing storms.  

Powell hints Fed will
cut rates if needed
over trade wars

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Chairman Jerome Powell
said Tuesday that the Feder-
al Reserve is prepared to
respond to the Trump
administration’s trade con-
flicts to protect the U.S. econ-
omy, signaling that the Fed
will cut interest rates if nec-
essary.   

Powell’s comments gave a
lift to stock markets, with
the Dow Jones industrial
average up over 400 points at
mid-day.   

Speaking at a Fed confer-
ence in Chicago, Powell said,
‘‘We are closely monitoring
the implications of these
developments for the U.S.
economic outlook and, as
always, we will act as appro-
priate to sustain the expan-
sion.’’   

Powell didn’t explicitly
say what the Fed would do if
it concluded that the admin-
istration’s trade conflicts
were damaging the economy.
But expectations are rising
that the Fed will cut rates at
least once and possibly twice
before year’s end, in part
because of the consequences
of the trade war. There is
also concern that the U.S.
economy faces a growing
risk of a recession, with
American manufacturers
showing particular weak-
ness recently.   

Trump administration
halts cruises to Cuba
under new rules

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Trump administration
on Tuesday ended the most

popular forms of U.S. travel
to Cuba, banning cruise
ships and a heavily used cat-
egory of educational travel
in an attempt to cut off cash
to the island’s communist
government.    

The new restrictions are
part of a broader effort by
the administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump to roll
back the Obama-era efforts
to restore normal relations
between the United States
and Cuba.    

Florida deputy charged
for inaction during
Parkland shooting

MIAMI (AP) — The former
Florida deputy who stood
outside instead of con-

fronting the
gunman dur-
ing last year’s
P a r k l a n d
school mas-
sacre was
arrested Tues-
day on 11
c r i m i n a l
charges relat-

ed to his inaction.   
Broward State Attorney

Mike Satz said in a state-
ment that 56-year-old Scot
Peterson faces child neglect,
culpable negligence and per-
jury charges that carry a
combined potential maxi-
mum prison sentence of
nearly 100 years.    

Peterson, then a Broward
County deputy, was on duty
as the school resource offi-
cer during the February 2018
shooting at Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School
but never went inside while
bullets were flying. Seven-
teen people died and 17 oth-
ers were wounded in the
attack.   

Peterson’s bail was set at
$102,000, Satz said. Once
released, Peterson will be
required to wear a GPS mon-

itor and surrender his pass-
port, and will be prohibited
from possessing a firearm,
the prosecutor said.    
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Peterson
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Virginia Governor Ralph Northam, left, and Lt. Gov. Justin
Fairfax, center, listen to Attorney General Mark Herring, right,
during a news conference inside the Patrick Henry Building in
Richmond, Va., on Tuesday. Northam is summoning lawmak-
ers back to the state Capitol to consider a package of gun-
control legislation after Friday’s mass shooting.

After massacre, Virginia governor
demands action on guns

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (AP) — Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam announced Tuesday he will summon lawmak-
ers back to the state Capitol this summer to take up a
package of gun-control legislation, saying last week’s
mass shooting in Virginia Beach calls for ‘‘votes and
laws, not thoughts and prayers.’’   

Northam, a Democrat faced with a gun-friendly,
Republican-controlled General Assembly in the middle
of a legislative election year, also said he wants every
lawmaker to go on record for or against his proposals
during the special session, rather than avoid tough
votes by quietly killing the bills in subcommittee.   

Northam’s bills include a ban on silencers and high-
capacity magazines, as well as a broadening of the abil-
ity of local governments to prohibit guns in city build-
ings. The governor said he also wants mandatory, uni-
versal background checks before gun purchases; a limit
of one handgun purchase per month; and a ‘‘red flag’’
law that would allow authorities to seize weapons from
people deemed a threat to themselves or others.   
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La Casa de Esperanza second-grade teacher Gloria Sosa reads “Anansi the Spider” to her students on Tuesday morning.

Stopping the 
summer slide

WAUKESHA —La Casa de Esperanza students aren’t
going to let all of the hard work and learning they’ve
accomplished this school year be lost over the summer
months. 

Through a part-
nership with the
United Way, stu-
dents will go
home with a total
of 10 books this
summer, each
complete with an
activity sheet
based off a lesson
plan straight from
Harvard Universi-
ty’s READS for
Summer Learn-
ing program.

Kids were
matched to books
based on their
Lexile ability.

“It’s so impor-
tant that kids don’t lose all the work they did during
the school year, that’s why we sponsor the summer
book program,” said United Way education portfolio
manager Jim McLaughlin.

The books were purchased with the help of Ameri-
can Transmission Company, which donated $5,000 to
the cause.

On Tuesday morning, each student kicked off sum-
mer by picking out four books, decorating bookmarks
so they never lose their spot and reading some stories
with their teachers. 

Clarissa Bonds (left) and Zury Mahrickerwz pick out their first four
summer books Tuesday morning at La Casa de Esperanza.

La Casa de Esperanza students decorate bookmarks for the
new books they’ll read this summer.

La Casa de Esperanza student
Aaron King gets started reading
right away. He chose “Captain
Underpants” as one of the new
books he’ll read this summer.

MILWAUKEE (AP) — A judge has
ruled the man charged with fatally
beating a nurse practitioner in a Mil-
waukee hospital parking ramp is not
yet competent for trial.    

The judge reviewed a psychiatric

report on Kenneth Freeman Tuesday
in Milwaukee County Circuit Court.
Freeman is accused of killing 33-
year-old Carlie Beaudin after follow-
ing her into the parking ramp at
Froedtert Hospital last January.    

In March a judge ordered Freeman
be treated for his mental incompeten-
cy. He will remain at the Mendota
Mental Health Institute for addition-
al treatment. A new doctor’s report is
due in August.  

Man accused in Milwaukee hospital ramp killing
ruled incompetent to stand trial

MADISON (AP) — Univer-
sity of Wisconsin leaders
pressed Republican lawmak-
ers Tuesday to approve
spending $1.1 billion to
repair and renovate build-
ings across the system,
asserting that they can’t
continue to attract the talent
employers need without
modern facilities.   

System President Ray
Cross told reporters during
a news conference in an
aging UW-Madison lecture
hall that 60 percent of the
system’s buildings are
between 45 and 70 years old
and desperately need
upgrades.   

‘‘Right now employers are
screaming at us, saying you
need to create more gradu-
ates, develop more talent.
Students and employers
expect modern learning
environments,’’ Cross said.
‘‘These buildings are all
decaying. They’re all coming
to the ends of their natural
lives.’’   

Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers’ capital budget pro-
posal calls for spending $2.5
billion on construction pro-
jects around Wisconsin,
with about $1.1 billion slated
for UW System upgrades,
repairs and renovations.
Projects would include $38
million in borrowing to
upgrade classroom technolo-
gy; $77.6 million to renovate
Camp Randall Stadium; $48
million to upgrade the Kohl
Center; $40 million to reno-
vate UW-Milwaukee’s stu-
dent union; $83 million for a
new science building at UW-
La Crosse; and $6.7 million
to renovate UW-Parkside’s
fire alarms.   

Republicans on the state
Building Commission reject-
ed the entire capital budget
in March and sent the spend-
ing plan on to the Legisla-
ture’s finance committee
without an endorsement, an
unprecedented move that
underscored the divide
between Evers and the GOP.
Typically the commission
makes a bipartisan recom-
mendation based on the gov-
ernor’s proposal and the
finance committee goes
along with the bulk of the
request.   

Republicans control the
committee and last week
voted to give the system only
about half of the $127 mil-
lion in additional state aid
Evers had proposed. Cross
called the vote a ‘‘kick in the

shins,’’ saying lawmakers
had told him Evers’ request
was reasonable.   

The committee is expected
to take up the capital budget
perhaps as early as next
week. Kit Beyer, a
spokeswoman for Assembly
Speaker Robin Vos, said
Tuesday that Vos, a former
student regent, understands
the importance of investing
in UW.   

‘‘He’s hopeful that legisla-
tors can find a way to fund
many of the UW’s capital
projects,’’ Beyer said.   

Alec Zimmerman, a
spokesman for Senate
Majority Leader Scott
Fitzgerald, didn’t immedi-
ately respond to an email.   

Cross and UW-Madison
Chancellor Rebecca Blank
held their news conference
in UW-Madison’s 116-year-
old Agricultural Hall. They
addressed reporters in a lec-
ture hall with wooden floors
worn smooth and hundreds
of battered wooden chairs.
Blank said the HVAC system
doesn’t work in the room
and students don’t have
room for their laptops and
notebooks.    

Blank argued that Evers’
budget calls for funding
most of UW-Madison’s pro-
jects with donations and
borrowing supported by
funds generated by activities
associated with the projects,
such as ticket sales, rather
than general tax dollars.   

‘‘We’re not asking the state
to fund them,’’ she said.   

The capital budget
includes $3.1 million to reno-
vate the lecture hall. The
money would come from
borrowing supported by tax
dollars.   

Asked whether he’s gotten
any commitments from
Republican lawmakers,
Cross said only that ‘‘they
understand our needs.’’ He
said the finance committee’s
decision to reduce state aid
for the system still stings.   

‘‘I think my shins will
heal, but I also know they’ll
remain sore,’’ he said. ‘‘But
these buildings won’t heal
themselves. This is where
the investment needs to be
made in the University of
Wisconsin.’’   

Cross, Blank
make case for

University 
of Wisconsin

buildings
What do you think?
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