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Scenes from the Season of Giving

Submitted photos

Oconomowoc High students
deliver presents to Milwaukee
school

Over 80 Oconomowoc High School students
recently delivered presents and necessities to
George Washington Carver Academy in Mil-
waukee as part of the Adopt A School pro-
gram. The gifts and necessities given to
George Washington Carver Academy stu-
dents were donated throughout November
and December by Oconomowoc Area School
District students. Each OHS student came
bearing a gift for a specific child that they had
“adopted’ through DECA’s Adopt A School
program. Students delivered a toy off their
“adopted” child’s wish list, as well as winter
coats, hats and toiletries.

Submitted photos

GE Healthcare donates winter clothes 
to La Casa students

GE Healthcare made a special delivery to La Casa de Esperan-
za students on Wednesday. The company donated 10 boxes of
hats, mittens and scarfs to students to help keep kids warm in
the winter.. Here, La Casa’s second-grade scholars show their
enthusiasm for the gifts. At left, La Casa de Esperanza second-
grade scholar Charity Davis shows off her new winter hat.

Senate panel votes
to authorize probe

into GAB 

MADISON (AP) — Wis-
consin Senate Republicans
voted Thursday to authorize
Attorney General Brad
Schimel to launch an inves-
tigation into the conduct of
former workers at the now-
dissolved agency that over-
saw state elections and
ethics laws.   

The Senate organization-
al committee voted 3-2, with
all Republicans in favor and
Democrats against, to

authorize the
investigation. 

Wisconsin
E l e c t i o n s
Commission
chair Mark
Thomsen, a
D e m o c r a t ,
sent a letter to
l e g i s l a t i v e
leaders asking

that if they wish to review
past actions of the GAB,
they order an independent
review by an ‘‘impartial
fact-finder or by a biparti-
san fact-finding body.’’   

Republicans contend that
previous secret John Doe
investigations into alleged
illegal campaign activity
involving Gov. Scott Walker
and Republicans were a par-
tisan witch hunt. The Wis-
consin Supreme Court
ended the second John Doe
investigation in 2015, saying
coordination between Walk-
er’s campaign and conser-
vative groups was legal.   

Schimel, a Republican,
released a report earlier
this month that determined
a crime was committed
when secret information
collected during the investi-
gation were leaked to a
newspaper. Schimel accused
the former GAB of being
‘‘weaponized’’ to make par-
tisan attacks against Repub-
licans.   

Schimel couldn’t deter-
mine who leaked more than
1,300 pages of documents,
but he concluded the infor-
mation came from a missing
hard drive of former GAB
attorney Shane Falk.
Schimel recommended that
nine people, including Falk
and five other former GAB
employees, be held in con-
tempt for violating judicial
secrecy orders.   

Schimel did not recom-
mend discipline against
Elections chair Michael
Haas or Ethics chair Brian
Bell. Both are former GAB
employees.   

But the top two Republi-
cans in the Legislature said
Bell and Haas must resign

because they have lost trust
due to ‘‘concerns over parti-
san influence remaining’’
from the GAB. Both have
refused to step down and
the boards that hired them
have stood by them.   

Elections Commission
member Dean Knudson, a
Republican and former
state representative who co-
authored the law doing
away with the GAB, sup-
ported Haas with a state-
ment Thursday calling on
the Senate to vote on his
confirmation.    

‘‘Unless more evidence
comes to light, it is unlikely
a majority of the Commis-
sion will vote to remove
Haas based solely on his
previous employment with
the Government Account-
ability Board,’’ Knudson
said. 

Ethics Commission 
meets today  

The Ethics Commission
scheduled a meeting today
to discuss the call for Bell to
resign. Board chairman
David Halbrooks, a Demo-
crat, said Thursday that his
support for Bell hadn’t
wavered but that he wanted
all six commissioners to
meet to discuss the issue.
The board is comprised of
three Democrats and three
Republicans.   

Thomsen, the Elections
Commission chairman, told
lawmakers he had no prob-
lem with a thorough review
of past GAB actions but
that he doesn’t want
Schimel being the one doing
it. He also asked for a legal
opinion from the Legisla-
ture’s attorney over
whether such a review by
Schimel would be permitted
by law.   

Thomsen said he was con-
cerned about Schimel’s fair-
ness, given what he asserted
were ‘‘incorrect assump-
tions and flawed logic’’ in
his report on the leak to
‘‘paint GAB investigative
activities in the worst possi-
ble light.’’   

He called it ‘‘wrong and
morally repugnant’’ for law-
makers to attack the
motives and reputations of
former GAB employees.   

Schimel’s spokesman,
Johnny Koremenos,
declined to comment, citing
the ongoing investigation.
But Schimel had previously
indicated support for taking
on the broader look into the
GAB’s actions.   

Schimel

West Bend school
superintendent
Olson resigns

By Alex Beld 
abeld@conleynet.com

262-306-5046

WEST BEND — The resig-
nation of West Bend School
District Superintendent
Erik Olson was announced
Wednesday evening after a
closed session of the School
Board ended. He submitted
his resignation Dec. 14.

Olson took on the role in
July 2016 and has been
absent from the role since
August 2017. An explanation
for the extended absence and
parting of the superinten-
dent was given by Olson and
the board, but details of the
parting of Olson and the dis-
trict were not shared.

In his absence, Assistant
Superintendent of Teaching
and Learning Laura Jack-
son has taken on his respon-
sibilities.

Board President Tiffany
Larson didn’t respond to a
request for comment. Board
members Monte Schmiege
and Ken Schmidt declined to
comment on Olson’s resig-
nation.

In his resignation letter
Olson said, “Submitting my
resignation at this time will
allow you to conduct a thor-
ough search for my replace-
ment.” He added “While I
am very grateful to have had
the opportunity to serve the

students, parents, staff and
other members of the West
Bend School District com-
munity, during my leave I
have come to realize that a
majority of board members
and I have differing visions
for the school district’s
direction.”

The resignation was effec-
tive Dec. 15 and voted in
favor of unanimously by the
board  Wednesday evening
during a special meeting.

The news release from the
board restated some of what
Olson said and added “Mr.
Olson indicated that he
believes his resignation at
this time is best for the dis-
trict.”

In the release, Larson said,
“The board of education
would like to thank Mr.
Olson for his service to the
West Bend School District.”
She added “The board also
appreciates Mr. Olson mak-
ing the decision now as it
allows the board to conduct
a thorough search for his
replacement.”

Board chairman of Seri-
graph John Torinus said,
“The business community
has a deep interest in having
a healthy school system.” 

He added that he is happy
about the leadership on the
board and  explained “they
can pick their own guy.”

Points to ‘differing visions’ from
School Board members’ in letter

GOP claims John Doe probes of
Walker were partisan witch hunt;
Dems seek independent review

West Bend Council declines to support bike path
By Ralph Chapoco 

rchapoco@conleynet.com
262-306-5095

WEST BEND — Residents
who were looking forward
to using their bikes to
access West Bend amenities
or ride through the area for
recreation may have to
make other plans.

Common Council mem-
bers refused to support a
motion made by Alderman
Roger Kist to move forward
with the proposed construc-
tion of the orange loop bicy-
cle path during Monday’s
meeting, essentially ending
city officials’ involvement
with the measure.

“Anytime we are looking
to add new services to the
municipality, we really have
to prioritize what we have,”
Mayor Kraig Sadownikow
said. “Twenty-three grand
may not sound like a lot of
dough. It is 2 percent of our
road maintenance budget,
and it may only 2 percent,
but our road maintenance
budget is not big enough.”

The entire proposal

includes four bike paths,
orange, blue, purple and
red, which would cost a total
of $97,000 to complete. How-
ever, the orange loop was
the focus of Monday’s meet-
ing because that is the first
path scheduled for construc-
tion.

Council members balked
at the proposal when they
reviewed the cost estimates,
learning the proposed
orange loop would cost
almost $24,000 to complete.
The pavement markings,
including the templates,
paint and supporting equip-
ment would be almost
$15,000. The signage for the
path increases expenses by
another $9,000.

Members of Bike Friend-
ly West Bend, the organiza-
tion that presented the ini-
tiative city officials, offered
to pay for the signage and
the cost of providing the
paint, but council members
hesitated because of the
ongoing costs associated
with the project.

“I think it was definitely
the missing piece that I was

looking for,” Alderman
Adam Williquette said refer-
ring to the maintenance
costs. “Unfortunately, I com-
pare it to, when people used
to develop subdivisions and
put a park in. Here is a park
but here also is the ongoing
maintenance costs forever.
That is why I wouldn’t be
able to support it.”

An additional $5,500 is
required to maintain the
path, assuming the pave-
ment markings are refur-
bished every three years
and the signage is replaced
every 15 years.

Staff also modeled poten-
tial overtime expenses
because of labor, adding
another $30,000 potentially
to the project and $7,200 in
maintenance costs.

Tabled in September,
pending costs

Monday’s discussion was
a continuation of one dur-
ing the Sept. 11 meeting
where council members
opted to table the measure
until cost estimates could be
obtained. Sadownikow and

his colleagues appeared
willing to support the pro-
ject then — until they
learned that Bike Friendly
members required financial
support from the city.

There was some miscom-
munication regarding who
would pay for the project,
with council members
believing Bike Friendly
members had the dollars to
fund the project, but that
was not the case.

“That would not have
been the message I was
attempting to convey,” Jeff
Puetz of Bike Friendly West
Bend said at the September
meeting. “What I was
attempting to convey when I
met with the five of you this
fall was that Bike Friendly
is a willing partner in
fundraising and we hope to
raise as much of the fund-
ing as possible to make this
vision a reality, but I would
be remiss to commit that
Bike Friendly West Bend
could raise all of the fund-
ing to execute on all of these
loops over the next 10
years.”


