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Donations from
community now

accepted
WAUKESHA — During La

Casa de Esperanza’s 53rd
annual gala on Feb. 23, Tony
and Andrea Bryant
announced that they will be
offering the charter school a
challenge grant of $10,000 to
go towards a new central-
ized library. The Bryant fam-
ily is challenging the com-
munity to donate towards
the project in the amount of
$10,000. They will then
match that amount with
another $10,000.

“We are eager to start our
centralized library for all
kinds of reading, cultural
activities, access to informa-
tion, knowledge building,
deep thinking and lively dis-
cussion,” said La Casa Presi-
dent and CEO Anselmo Vil-
larreal.  “Our school library
will inspire curiosity, inno-
vation and problem-solv-
ing.” 

According to a press
release from La Casa, the
value of reading is a critical
moment for positive trans-
formation in education and
can be a turning point for
the role of reading in chil-
dren’s lives.  Statistically,
these benefits are greater
among minority students,
economically disadvantaged
students and students with
disabilities. With that in
mind a new library can be
one key component to clos-
ing the educational achieve-
ment gap.

The goal of the challenge
must be met by May 5. La
Casa administrators are
encouraging those consider-
ing a donation to visit and
see firsthand the accom-
plishments of the school.

Donations can be made
online at
www.lacasadeesperanza.org,
or mailed to La Casa de
Esperanza, 410 Arcadian
Ave. Waukesha, WI 53186.  A
GoFundMe page has been
set up at
www.gofundme.com/la-casa-
de-esperanza-library.  

A place to perch 
WAUKESHA — A We Energies field crew installs an osprey

nesting platform at Fox River Park,  W264-S4500 River Road,
near Waukesha, on Thursday.

The effort is one of several biodiversity initiatives the utility
does in Wisconsin to promote and support wildlife habitat
restoration throughout the state, according to Waukesha Coun-
ty Parks and Land Use. The department partnered with the
company to install the platform, which is designed to provide an
alternative nesting site for ospreys that might otherwise choose
to nest on power-line poles, risking electrocution or possible
power outages.

Ospreys currently use several dozen platforms that We Ener-
gies has erected in Wisconsin and Michigan’s Upper Peninsu-
la. There are now more than 500 breeding pairs of ospreys in
Wisconsin alone.

“We are thrilled to be partnering with We Energies to install
an osprey platform at Fox River Park,” said Waukesha County
Parks and Land Use Conservation Biologist Julia Robson.
“Osprey and other birds of prey such as bald eagles and pere-
grine falcons experienced dangerously low population crashes
throughout the 1960s and early 70s.Thanks to recovery efforts
like this, osprey can now be found throughout much of Wis-
consin again, including Waukesha County.”
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Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff

Staff and members of the city’s Landmarks Commission are
discussing how best to save “Waukesha Wall,” a mural cre-
ated by the famous Midwestern sculptor and muralist
Franklin Boggs in 1967.

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — As mem-
bers of city commissions dis-
cuss the possibilities for pre-
serving a 52-year-old mural
at the city’s outgoing City
Hall, city staff and members
of the Landmarks Commis-
sion say they first will need
to do some research to find
out if they can remove art-
work, and just how much
that might cost. 

Called the “Waukesha
Wall,” the two-story mural,
which is affixed to an interi-
or wall inside the existing
City Hall building, was creat-
ed in 1967 by the late sculptor
Franklin Boggs.

With the 53-year-old build-
ing slated to be demolished
in 2021 when the new City
Hall is completed, members
of the city’s Landmarks

Commission and Public Art
Advisory Committee began
talking in earnest this week
about the possibility of sav-
ing the poured concrete
sculptured that hangs inside
the central stairwell at the
building.

On Tuesday the Public
Arts Committee approved a
motion emphasizing the
importance of the artwork
and directing the Land-
marks Commission “to take
the lead” on finding out how
to preserve the mural. 

During their meeting on
Wednesday, members of the
Landmarks Commission had
some of the very same ques-
tions as members of the Pub-
lic Arts Committee: Can the
mural be safely removed?
And If so, where would it go? 

The biggest question they
had, however, was what the
cost of such an endeavor
might be. 

“I think it needs some pro-
fessional investigation,
because we are not finding
very easily yet how it was
installed.  There is a lot
more research to be done,”
Deputy Community Develop-
ment Maria Pandazi said,
adding that preservation
experts, like those who pre-
served the tiles at the Siluri-
an Spring House at Wauke-
sha Springs Park, 700 N.
Hartwell Ave., could provide
some guidance. 

Commissioners stopped
short of making an official
motion, instead directing
city staff and others to do
more research into probabil-
ity and cost of the preserva-
tion. 

About Boggs 
Boggs, who was born and

studied in Indiana, began his
art career by recording the
activities of the Tennessee

Valley Authority and paint-
ing murals for the U.S. Post
Office. He became a war
artist-correspondent for
Abbott Laboratories early in
1944, and documented the
work of the Army Medical
Department in the South
Pacific.

After the war, he was com-
missioned to paint in South
America and became a full
professor and artist-in-resi-
dence at Beloit College,
where he continued his work
as a muralist. He completed
at least 10 poured concrete
murals, the bulk of which
exist in the U.S. 

He died in 2009 at the age of
95.
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Officials: Research needed before
decisions on City Hall mural
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MERTON — The devel-
opers of a 73-lot, high-end
subdivision in the midst of
Lake Country hope to
break ground in mid- to
late summer.

The Plan Commission
unanimously approved
Wednesday night the pre-
liminary plat map for the
Stone Ridge Subdivision,
which extends for 135
acres north and east of the
intersection of Winkel-
man and Ainsworth roads. 

Administrator Tom Nel-
son said the Village Board
would accept the commis-
sion’s recommendation
this week.

Approval of the prelimi-
nary plat map means the
developers can begin con-
struction as soon as they
complete engineering
plans and the land is
rezoned, according to Nel-
son.

Keith Kindred of Short
Elliott Hendrickson, con-
sultants for developer
Albin “Chip” Halquist,
said he expects construc-
tion will begin in July or
August.

Halquist is one of four
grandsons of Albin
“Stoney” Halquist who
own the farm land.

“Stoney” Halquist was
the founder of the
Halquist Stone Company,
although the four brothers
are no longer associated
with the company. 

Quick approvals for the
development were assured
late in 2018 when the
board unanimously
agreed to rezone the land
after annexing it from the
Town of Lisbon as part of
a border agreement
between the municipali-
ties.

The subdivision’s plans
are compatible with the
village’s long-range land
use plan and do not
require conditional use
permits or approvals as a
planned unit development,
Nelson explained

The land touches the

borders of the village and
Town of Merton and the
Town of Lisbon in addi-
tion to being less than a
half mile north of the
Hartland border.

Initially, the plans called
for 90 homes on lots rang-
ing in size from one to
three acres.

However, the number of
homes was reduced to 69
after real estate agent Liz
Tobolt convinced the
developers the land would
be more valuable and gen-
erate more revenue if
there were more three-
acre lots in the plan.

Kindred explained
Wednesday that four lots
were recently added to the
plan after the developers
decided to replace a pri-
vate drive with a cul-de-
sac.

The development will
also include two village
parks and an all-purpose
path around its perimeter
that will connect to exist-
ing biking/hiking paths in
adjoining subdivisions.

The main entrance to
the development will be at
the Walnut Grove Drive
and Ainsworth Road inter-
section in the Walnut
Grove subdivision in the
Town of Lisbon.

There will also be access
and egress into the devel-
opment from Serenity
Drive, located on the west
central edge of the Beau-
mont Ridge residential
development on the west
side of the proposed devel-
opment.

Subdivision gains
approval in Merton

Groundbreaking expected 
this summer

La Casa receives
$10,000 challenge

grant to build 
centralized library
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Anime pins at Pewaukee library
PEWAUKEE — The Pewaukee Public Library’s manga/anime club made pins and buttons bearing their favorite characters
on Thursday. Kaylie Walters uses the machine to punch her anime image as Sandy George gives her direction.

LJ LeFlore shows off her newly made anime pins.
The hands of Emma Severson place an anime image in the
pin punch machine at the Pewaukee Public Library.


