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By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-5133-2681

WAUKESHA — La Casa
de Esperanza revealed
Monday morning the
result of an expansion of
the school’s Financial Sta-
bility Initiative. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony was held
at the new location of La
Casa de Esperanza’s Cen-
ter for Financial Stability
and the Bryce P. Styza
Construction Trades
Workforce Program for
Latinos, 134 Wisconsin
Ave. Both ventures, dedi-
cated to promoting finan-
cial well-being and careers
in the trades respectively,
are now housed within a
building donated by First
Federal Bank of Wiscon-
sin, which had mainly
been using the 4,000-
square foot space as an
administrative office for
the past several years. 

Anselmo Villarreal,
president and CEO of La
Casa, assured the commu-
nity that the organization
will maximize the poten-
tial of the new building in
support of low-income
families.

“It’s important that our
families understand the
importance of credit and
how powerful it can be,
but also how dangerous it
can be when not used
properly,” said Villarreal.
“As you know, the main
goal of La Casa de Esper-
anza is to provide self-suf-
ficiency.”

County Executive Paul
Farrow added that La Casa
truly knows what it means
to give back and how to be

a part of the community.
With 400,000 people that
call Waukesha County
home and an unemploy-
ment rate below 3 percent,
Farrow says there are jobs
here for those who want
them.

“We need people to fill
the jobs. If you want a job,
we’re gonna help you get
one. With a program like
this, we can partner to
make sure that really hap-
pens,” said Farrow.

In addition to the Bryce
P. Styza Construction
Trades Workforce Pro-
gram for Latinos, the Cen-
ter for Financial Stability
is also home to the Volun-
teer Income and Tax
Assistance Program,
Employer-Based Financial
Wellness Program, We
Energies Low Income
Pilot Program and
Employment Assistance
program.

The Center for Financial
Stability’s mission is to
transform the lives and
futures of low-income
individuals and families,
with an emphasis on the
Hispanic population, by
helping them achieve and
sustain financial stability
and self-sufficiency
through coaching, educa-
tion and asset-building
activities. 

It is a collaboration
between local for-profit
and nonprofit organiza-
tions, such as the United
Way of Greater Milwaukee
& Waukesha County. Top-
ics like asset-building
money management and
funding a safety net all
fold into a financial litera-
cy curriculum provided to

families.
“We were honored to

accept this gift from First
Federal Bank,” said Villar-
real. “This is a tremen-
dous opportunity to be

able to expand financial
literacy in Waukesha.
This new location will
help us grow our free tax
assistance program sub-
stantially this next year.”
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Speedbump

TO OUR READERS 

On This Day in History, Flavors of the Day,
Birthdays and other content that was found on

Page 2A has moved to Page 7B.

COMIC STRIPS: See Bizarro on Page 5A and
Real Life on Page 7B. Other comic strips have
moved online at: www.gmtoday.com/comics

By Eileen Mozinski
Schmidt

Special to The Freeman

LANNON — Four candi-
dates are vying for three open
trustee seats on the Lannon
Village Board, a mix of
tenured trustees and some
new to local politics.

Ronald Nellis, Jan Manor-
Schmidt, Eric Barbieri, and
Don Sommers are on the bal-
lot.

Nellis
Nellis has been a trustee for

over six years.
A salesman by trade, Nellis

said he and his
wife have lived
in the village for
38 years and he

was a member of
the Lannon Fire

Department for two decades.
“We as a family care about

the village, and want it to be a
safe, secure and enjoyable
place to raise a family,” said
Nellis, who said development
is the key to maintaining a
stable economic future for
the area.

“That being said, develop-
ment needs to be for the bet-
terment of all the village,” he
said, noting that growth may
result in unintentional conse-
quences, such as an increase
in costs for services and
infrastructure.

Manor-Schmidt
Manor-Schmidt served as a

trustee previously, for four
years. 

“I feel the board needs
somebody more neutral on a
lot of the questions and prob-
lems that are coming to the
board,” she said.

Manor-Schmidt, who works
in office accounts receivable,
feels getting more residents
involved in the community is
important and would like to
see residents coming to meet-
ings to hear “what’s going on
and understand the topics
and issues and results the
board is trying to resolve.”

“My biggest hope is to get
more people to come to the
meeting on a regular basis,”
she said. “There are so many
opportunities when the com-
munity comes together.”

Barbieri
Barbieri, a professional

musician, photographer, and
marketing consultant, is
looking to bring some “new
thinking” to the board.

“I can see that beginning to
happen on the current Vil-
lage Board, and I wish to con-
tribute that progress in any
way I can,” said Barbieri,
who said he would like to see
Lannon as welcoming to new
business and residential
development.

“I’ve heard some who have
wonderful ideas about
improving and contributing
to the community, and I think
they should be given a voice
too,” he said.

Barbieri added that he
would like to see residents
better informed about what is
happening in village govern-
ment and how decisions are
being made. He sees some
major issues to address as the

resolution of fire protection
fees, a new cell tower propos-
al, and forthcoming commu-
nity events.

Sommers
As a former business

owner, Sommers said he
takes “a common sense
approach” to handling prob-
lems and added that he
attends as many  board meet-
ings as possible.

The direction of the village
seems to Sommers to be “ben-
efiting a very small number
of people, not the residents in
general. I would like to repre-
sent the east end of town, as
we have no representation on
the Village Board,” he said. “I
do not own property I am try-
ing to develop.”

He called for a “long-term
approach” to discussions
regarding sewer and water
projects and said questions of
zoning should incorporate
the needs of current resi-
dents as well as developers.

“We can’t change all the
zoning to benefit all develop-
ers and step on the rest of res-
idents here,” Sommers said.

LANNON

Four candidates
face off for three

Village Board seats
Eric Barbieri
Age: 55
Address: 7086
N. Lannon
Road
Occupation:
Professional
musician, pho-
tographer, marketing consultant
Years in district: 12
Elected and appointed 
experience: None prior

Jan Manor-Schmidt
Age: 64
Address:
20393 West
Good Hope
Road
Occupation:
Office accounts
receivable
Years in district: I have lived
in Lannon for 30 years
Elected and appointed 
experience: Village trustee for
four years

Ronald J. Nellis
Age: 72
Address:
20149 Good
Hope Road
Occupation:
Salesman
Years in 
district: 38
Elected and appointed 
experience: Former chief of
Lannon Fire Department, Vil-
lage Board trustee

Don Sommers
Age: 61
Address:
19543 West
Main Street
Occupation:
Former truck
and heavy
equipment
mechanic, semitruck driver
Years in district: 14 years as
a Lannon homeowner, lifelong
resident of Waukesha County
Elected and appointed 
experience: None prior
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Front row from left: Vanessa Llanas, regional representative for Senator Tammy Baldwin; County Executive Paul Farrow;
Anne Styza; Carlos Pastrana; Bryce Styza (holding scissors); John Mcgee; David Rosenwald (holding scissors); former
Waukesha Mayor Carol Lombardi; Ed Schaefer and La Casa de Esperanza President and CEO Anselmo Villarreal welcome
the community to the new Center for Financial Stability and the Bryce P. Styza Construction Trades Workforce Program for
Latinos, 134 Wisconsin Ave.

La Casa de Esperanza students (from left) Arrius Ward,
Kameron Briones, Payton Grandberry and Sa'Niya Gray-
Robinson take part in a drumming performance at the
grand opening ceremony.

La Casa de Esperanza President and CEO Anselmo Villar-
real explains the importance of the new  Center for Financial
Stability and the Bryce P. Styza Construction Trades Work-
force Program for Latinos.

La Casa opens expanded financial 
stability, trade work center

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

PEWAUKEE — Pewaukee
High School has a new prin-
cipal. Brian Sniff, one of two
recommended candidates
for the position, will assume
his new position on July 1,
2018. 

Sniff is currently the prin-
cipal of Marshall High
School. PHS Principal Marty
Van Hulle is transitioning
into a job at the district
office as the director of
learning and leadership
after 21 years at the school.

“I am truly excited to join
the administrative team and
school staff in Pewaukee
School District,” said Sniff.
“This is clearly a highly-col-
laborative and innovative
staff focused on high expec-
tations for all students.”

A graduate of UW-White-
water, Sniff began his edu-
cation career in 1998 as a
high school mathematics
teacher in the Marshall
School District and coached
basketball and volleyball. In
2001, he taught at Akira Toki
Middle School in the Madi-
son Metropolitan School
District before becoming a
math resource teacher and
finally K-12 Math Coordina-
tor for the MMSD. After
earning his master’s degree

from Cardinal
Stritch Uni-
versity in
Educational
Leadership in
2010, Sniff
was named
principal of
M a r s h a l l
High School,

serving as instructional
leader and fulfilling duties
including professional
development, instructional
coaching, supervision and
evaluation.

“We are thrilled to have a
leader of Mr. Sniff’s caliber
and experience joining us
and taking the reins of
PHS,” said Superintendent
Mike Cady. “Throughout
this rigorous process, Brian
consistently stood out in the
eyes of staff, students, and
parents as a great fit for
Pewaukee High School. He
brings great relational
skills, a strong understand-
ing of effective instruction,
and a history of leading
innovation and school
improvement. We’d also
thank the entire pool of can-
didates for their effort and
interest in the position.”

— Freeman Staff

Sniff is new principal of
Pewaukee High School

Sniff

Know the 10 signs
of Alzheimer’s 

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion is presenting a com-
munity workshop on April
12 from a p.m to 2:30 p.m. at
Pewaukee City Hall, W240-
N3065 Pewaukee Road.

This free interactive
workshop will identify the
10 warning signs of the
disease.

Alzheimer’s patients
will tell their personal sto-
ries.

To register, contact
Pewaukee Park & Rec at
262-691-7275.             

Lottery
Saturday, March 17

WISCONSIN
5 Card Cash   KH-10C-10D-4S-6S 
Pick 3                                    2-1-8  
Pick 4                                 3-6-2-6  
Megabucks   13-18-25-32-40-46 
SuperCash    11-20-25-31-34-37
SuperCash Doubler: Yes
Powerball          22-57-59-60-66 
Powerball                                   7
Power Play                                2 
Badger 5                 1-3-11-24-26 

Sunday, March 18
WISCONSIN

5 Card Cash   JC-AC-2C-8C-6S 
Pick 3                                 3-2-4  
Pick 4                              4-8-8-7  
SuperCash          1-5-8-22-37-39
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5              6-19-23-24-28 

Monday, March 19 
WISCONSIN

5 Card Cash  5C-6C-5D-9D-2S 
Pick 3                               5-3-9  
Pick 4                            2-2-3-1  
SuperCash   4-20-24-25-28-30
SuperCash Doubler: No
Badger 5                 10-20-23-24-28 


