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TOWN OF CONCORD —
Jefferson County Sherif’s
Department Capt. Paul
Wallace said the human
remains found after a fire
in the Town of Concord
belonged to a renter at the
property.

On Tuesday, the depart-
ment identified one of the
two sets of remains found
as that of Brion L. Downie,
61, who resided at the
home in the 2300 block of
Northside Road. The other
set of remains has yet to
be identified.

Wallace said Wednesday
that Downie was a renter
and not reported missing.
He had lived there for a
while, he said.

Wallace said he did not
know if the property own-
ers, who are cooperating
with the investigation, had
regular renters.

The fire was reported at
6:16 a.m. April 24 at the
residence and in a shed on
the property. 

The human remains
were eventually found in
the shed on April 25 dur-
ing an investigation.

Wallace said Wednesday
it’s “up in the air” if the
other remains will be iden-
tified. 

The Department of Jus-
tice and state fire marshal

are assisting in the investi-
gation, Wallace said.

WAUKESHA — Wednes-
day night’s storms brought
heavy rain and high winds
to parts of Waukesha Coun-
ty, leaving numerous resi-
dents without power.

According to We Ener-
gies’ outage map, 3,910 of
183,428 county customers
lacked electricity at 8:20
p.m. 1,263 were in the Town
of Delafield, 657 in the
Town of Ottawa and 376 in
Dousman. Scanner traffic
indicated a power line
down in the Dousman area.

At 11: 20 p.m., the number
of powerless county resi-
dents totaled 2,313, again
mostly in the Town of
Delafield, with 809 in the
Town of Mukwonago. 

Waukesha was largely

unscathed, with 48 outages
at 11:30 p.m. 

At press time, no further

outages had been reported. 

— Freeman Staff
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NOW Leasing Apartments at 
the Preserve at Prairie Creek - Oconomowoc!

• New Phase 3 Units Ready for Move-in Now

• Studio, 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Units

• Latest in Amenities • Full Clubhouse & Pool 

•  Walking Distance to Retail • Pet Friendly

BOOK A TOUR TODAY!
www.preserveatprairiecreek.com • 262.567.1850

There are endless possibilities of summer fun in 
Waukesha County. Find exciting and interesting things 

to do to keep you and your family busy all summer long.

See what’s new in summer fun!
Pick up a copy of the 2017 Summer Fun Guide 

in the May 20th edition.

SUMMER FUN!

WWW.STUSFLOORING.COM

Lifetime Installation Warranty!
FREE Financing w/approved credit. Cannot combine with

other offers or discounts. Not valid on prior purchases.

255317198

2120 E. Moreland Blvd.
262.524.1455

Waukesha

4820 W. Loomis Rd.
414.744.9400

Greenfield

Free Estimates

all Dream Weaver
Residential Carpet

40% OffSave Up To

31 Day
Memorial Day SaleMemorial Day Sale

Expires 5-31-17

Associated Press

In this Feb. 23 file photo, Milwaukee County Sheriff David Clarke gestures as he speaks at
the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Oxon Hill, Md.

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mil-
waukee County Sheriff
David Clarke, who built a
following among conserva-
tives with his provocative
social media presence and
strong support of Donald
Trump, said Wednesday
that he’s taken a job as an
assistant secretary in the
Department of Homeland
Security.   

The department
declined to immediately
confirm the appointment.   

Clarke said in an inter-
view with WISN-AM that
he will work in the Office
of Partnership and
Engagement as a liaison to
state, local and tribal law
enforcement agencies. He
said he’s leaving his cur-
rent job next month, but
declined to give a date.    

‘‘I’m both honored and
humbled to be appointed to
this position,’’ Clarke said
during the interview.  ‘‘One
of the things I’ve heard in
speaking to several of
those entities is they feel
they’re being ignored, and
part of it is because this is
a massive bureaucracy.’’ 

DHS spokeswoman
Jenny Burke said ‘‘such
senior positions are
announced by the Depart-
ment when made official
by the Secretary. No such
announcement with regard
to the Office of Public
Engagement has been
made.’’   

Craig Peterson, a Clarke
spokesman, said the sheriff
would not comment fur-
ther and  ‘‘he felt the need
to tell folks he had accept-
ed the position so the gov-
ernor could get the ball
rolling’’ on appointing a
replacement.   

Amid controversies,
not backing down

Seven workers at the coun-
ty jail Clarke oversees are at
the center of a criminal
investigation into the dehy-
dration death last year of 38-
year-old Terrill Thomas, an
inmate who prosecutors say
was deprived of water as
punishment.    

The Milwaukee County
District’s Attorney’s Office
is considering charges
against those staffers.
Clarke wasn’t among the
seven staffers on the jury’s
list because prosecutors say
he wasn’t directly involved
in the events leading up to
Thomas’ death. 

In February, a 24-year-old
Milwaukee man sued the
sheriff, saying Clarke had
deputies detain and question
him after a flight from Dallas
because, while boarding, the
man shook his head at
Clarke.    

The sheriff didn’t deny he
had the man detained, say-
ing ‘‘he reserves the reason-
able right to pre-empt a pos-
sible assault.’’   

That won’t-back-down
approach has endeared
Clarke to his supporters.
He’s frequently praised
Trump on Twitter, where he
has earned over 600,000 fol-
lowers.    

His following among con-
servatives got him a speak-
ing spot at the Republican
Party convention last year,
although Clarke is nominal-
ly a Democrat.   

Last year, the frequent Fox
News guest earned more
than $105,000 in speaking
fees at more than three
dozen events across the
country. 

Abele: ‘Our country
deserves better’

‘‘Our country deserves
better,’’ Milwaukee County
Executive Chris Abele, who
has repeatedly clashed with
Clarke, said of his appoint-
ment to the DHS position.
During one of those clashes,
Clarke said Abele had ‘‘penis
envy.’’    Abele said Clarke
has engaged in ‘‘gratuitous
name calling, insults of
other public officials, ques-
tioning judges’ sentences. In
general the focus is on what
you should be angry about,
not what to like.’’   

Sen. Lena Taylor, D-Mil-
waukee, said Clarke’s
“departure is good news for
Milwaukee County.

“Since Clarke failed in
his duty to protect human
lives in Milwaukee Coun-
ty’s jail and abused his
authority by harassing and
threatening residents, why
would the 45th President
even consider Clarke for an
appointment?” Taylor said.

Republican Gov. Scott
Walker would be responsi-
ble for appointing someone
to serve the remainder of
Clarke’s term, which runs
through 2018. Walker’s
office said the application
process for interested appli-
cants will last for about two
weeks, followed by inter-
views.    

The process to find a new
sheriff will begin once the
governor receives a resigna-
tion letter from Clarke, and
Walker said that hasn’t hap-
pened yet.    

Milwaukee Sheriff 
Clarke takes job with 
Homeland Security

MADISON (AP) — A Wis-
consin appeals court on
Wednesday vacated the
placement of a sexually
violent offender from
Racine County into neigh-
boring Kenosha County, a
ruling that highlights the
difficulty of finding places
for sex offenders to live
once they have been
released from custody.   

The ruling came a day
after the Legislature’s bud-
get committee approved a
new plan that would
require offenders to return
to their home county and
do away with limitations on
how close they can be to
schools, day cares and
parks. Final placement
decisions would remain
with a judge, as they are
now, but backers of the new
approach say it would give
local governments more of
a say about who lives in
their communities.   

‘‘The placement of a sex-
ually violent person back
into the community is a dif-
ficult and thankless task,’’
the 2nd District Appeals
Court said at the outset of
its Wednesday ruling in the
case of Michael L. McGee.   

McGee was convicted in
1987 of second-degree sexu-
al assault after breaking

into a stranger’s home and
raping her. In 1992 his
parole was revoked after he
was charged, but not con-
victed, of sexual assault of
an adult woman and a
child.    

The appeals court ruled
that all of the entities in
Kenosha County that would
have been affected by
McGee moving to the Town
of Wheatland were not
properly notified or
involved in creating the
placement plan.   

Wheatland town attor-
ney Todd Terry praised the
ruling, saying it would not
have been appropriate to
place McGee across the
street from a 1-year-old
child and near a bike trail
and boat launch frequented
by families.   

‘‘It’s a step in the right
direction,’’ Terry said of
the ruling. ‘‘We have more
battles ahead of us.’’   

McGee’s public defender,
Jefren Olsen, did not imme-
diately return a message
seeking comment.   

The appeals court over-
turned a Racine County
Circuit Court ruling that
determined the placement
plan was appropriate and
rejected Kenosha County’s
attempts to block it.    

McGee was determined
to be sexually violent in
2004, in anticipation of his
release, and he was com-
mitted to the custody of the
Department of Health Ser-
vices. Under Wisconsin law,
a sexually violent person
can petition the court to
live in a community rather
than a secure mental health
facility. While on super-
vised release, the person
remains under the depart-
ment’s supervision.   

Current law also requires
the court to commit the
person to their home coun-
ty unless there is ‘‘good
cause’’ to place them some-
place else. The Racine
County Circuit Court, the
Department of Health Ser-
vices and the district attor-
ney of Racine County all
agreed in June 2015, with-
out an evidentiary hearing,
that there was no suitable
place for McGee in Racine
County because of zoning
ordinances prohibiting the
placement of sexually vio-
lent people.   

Appeals court overturns 
sex offender placement
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WAUKESHA — First Fed-
eral Bank of Wisconsin is
donating its branch office
at 134 Wisconsin Ave. to La
Casa De Esperanza on July
1, according to a press
statement.

La Casa De Esperanza
has told First Federal Bank
it plans to use the building
to expand its Center for
Financial Stability. 

According to First Feder-
al Bank, the Center for
Financial Stability pro-
vides employment train-
ing, financial education

and counseling services,
and free tax assistance to
low-income individuals to
help them attain economic
self-sufficiency.

“This is a great opportu-
nity to help La Casa grow
their Center for Financial
Stability and is a perfect
way for us to support our
local community and pay it
forward to members of the
community that need it
most,” First Federal Bank
President and CEO Edward
H. Schaefer said.

La Casa is planning some

small remodeling projects
at the building before the
grand opening of its new
facility, which is planned
for early August 2017.
Details of the grand open-
ing will be available in
July.

Over the last few years,
First Federal has been
using the Wisconsin
Avenue facility primarily
as administrative offices. It
will be moving its opera-
tions to its Racine Avenue
branch.

— Freeman Staff

First Federal Bank donates downtown
Waukesha office to La Casa 

Stormy Wednesday prompts power outages

WAUKESHA — A man
who falsely claimed to have
been a U.S. Marine captain
seeking to rent apartments
for his associates was
ordered to pay more than
$25,000 in restitution on
Wednesday.

Brandon Blankenship, 32,
was convicted of two counts
of identity theft in a plea

agreement that dismissed
counts of making false state-
ments about military ser-
vice. He was sentenced to
three years in prison and
three on supervision, and
not to use the internet with-
out permission.

Blankenship was charged
after he reserved a block of
apartments in Menomonee

Falls and rented furniture
from a Brookfield store,
saying he was doing so for
Marine colleagues.

On Wednesday, he was
ordered to pay $8,709 to the
furniture store and $16,697
to the apartment complex
that reserved units for ten-
ants that never showed up,
court records indicate.

Lying about military service costs man $25K

Remains found after fire were of renter
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