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WAUKESHA — Thinking
about just how many medical
devices and tools are used in
hospitals every day can be
overwhelming. But for profes-
sionals in the healthcare tech-
nology management (HTM)
field, being familiar with
each kind of device and how
to fix or maintain it is their
daily job.

Through GE Healthcare
Institute’s newly opened Col-
lege of HTM, GE is hoping to
help guide more technical
professionals down this
career path.

“It’s an interesting time for
us and the industry,” said
Donna Dyer, senior director
of healthcare technology
management.

According to a 2017 Ameri-
can Association for Medical
Instrumentation survey,
there is a predicted 4%
growth in the industry over-
all.

AAMI’s survey also found
that nearly 10% of all health-
care technology management
workers are over the age of 60
and are seeking to retire.

“So, (a) growing industry,
aging workforce, but then you
also have this dynamic where
there are fewer and fewer col-
leges who are producing
graduates with an associate’s
degree in biomedical equip-
ment technology,” Dyer said.

She said there are only
around 22 colleges in the
country that offer the degree
and train approximately 400
graduates a year.

Dyer explained students in
their early to late 20s heading
into a career field typically
are looking to get into the
more traditionally “attrac-
tive” areas like cybersecurity
and IT.

The College of HTM is not a
typical four-year college
degree program, but still pro-
vides trainees with the
knowledge they need to break
into the HTM field.

Dyer said someone who
knows electronics and has the
base knowledge of a profes-
sional with a college degree,
such as an aviation electron-
ics technician, but is not
familiar with medical devices
or how to work in a hospital
environment is a good fit for
the program.

Many workers that have
made the switch to HTM from
their current profession were
displaced, and come from
varying industries like facto-
ries and visual effects studios.

Dyer said many HTM pro-
fessionals find meaning in
their work and appreciate
working in an established
and professional “shop.”

“Working on medical equip-
ment in a hospital, what’s
great about it is, number one,
you’re doing really important
work,” Dyer said. “The medi-
cal devices that we work on
are used to make the patient’s
experience better.”

Internally in GE’s Health-
care Institute, the building is
set up into several “colleges,”
such as the College of Ultra-
sound and the College of X-
ray.  

Mimicking hospital spaces
The physical space in the

College of HTM was built to
mimic the actual hospital
spaces workers will be in. An

operating room, an intensive
care unit and a nursery are
some of the environments in
which trainees will learn how
to work safely and effectively.

The equipment profession-
als might work on range from
basic pieces, like an exam
table, all the way up to more
complex devices like lasers.
Some middle of the road
devices that are commonly
worked on include defibrilla-
tors and ventilators. 

Currently, the College of
HTM is only open to GE
Healthcare employees, but
there is ongoing market
research to open it to other
industry professionals in
early 2020.

There was an official grand
opening event for the newest
“college” Tuesday.
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Fairy fun
WAUKESHA — Students in La Casa de Esperanza’s Early Childhood Education Program
were treated to a performance of “Wanted: Fairy Godmother” by members of Sunset Play-
house. The show was part of the Sunset Playhouse School for the Arts Children’s Theatre
“Bug in a Rug” series, which is an interactive yet casual and fun introduction to the perform-
ing arts targeted at children ages 3-8.
Here, cast member Samantha from Sunset Playhouse (who requested not to have her last
name printed) sings to La Casa scholar Ariya Gonzalez on Wednesday.

WAUKESHA — A Mil-
waukee man has been
charged with two counts of
first-degree sexual assault
and one count of false
imprisonment and threat to
injure after allegedly rap-
ing a 15-year-old girl in the
Town of Oconomowoc earli-
er this month. 

David Bauer, 18, faces
over 112 years in prison and

possibly more after
repeater penalties if con-
victed. 

According to the Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
criminal complaint, on
June 9, Bauer was at a grad-
uation party in the Town of
Oconomowoc and swim-
ming with some of the
guests there. 

The complaint states that

after it had gotten cold out-
side, most of the guests
went inside, which left
Bauer and the 15-year-old
girl in the pool by them-
selves. 

Once everyone was
inside, Bauer positioned
himself between the 15-
year-old’s legs, wrapped his
legs around her and began
kissing her, the complaint

states.
According to the com-

plaint, the girl yelled at him
to stop, but he didn’t and
allegedly proceeded with
the rape.

The guests came outside
when they heard yelling
and once of the guests took
the girl inside, which
prompted Bauer to say “I
am in a gang, I belong to

the Bloods and if you tell
anyone I’m going to kill
you or have someone else
kill you,” the complaint
states. 

Once the girl was inside,
she thought she had locked
the bathroom door, but did-
n’t and Bauer came into the
bathroom, shoved her up
against the wall and tried
kissing her again, the com-

plaint states. 
Bauer admitted to police

that his pants were down in
the pool, but denied raping
the girl, stating she was
“feely and stuff and touch,
along with hugs,” the com-
plaint states. 

Cash bond was set at
$60,000 and Bauer is due in
court on Friday for a hear-
ing. 

Milwaukee man allegedly raped 15-year-old girl

By Kelly Smith
Special to Conley Media

TOWN OF DELAFIELD
— The Waukesha County
Sheriff’s Office has failed to
keep its promise to provide
concentrated speed patrols
in the town, according to
Town Board members.

In addition, the depart-
ment has failed to provide
periodic reports describing
how much time county
deputies are spending
patrolling the town, Super-
visor Edward Kranick said
during Tuesday night’s
town board meeting.

Those promises were
made by Inspector James
Gumm, second in command
at the department, when he
appeared at an October town
board meeting, according to
Kranick.

Kranick said a recent com-
puterized traffic study
shows motorists are driving
as much as 20 miles an hour
over the 25 mile per hour
speed limit on Imperial
Drive, which links subdivi-
sions in the town and Hart-
land to North Shore Drive
(Hwy KE).

“The one issue that brings
the most residents to our
town board meetings is
speeding,” Kranick said.
Kranick wants Sheriff Eric
Severson to explain to the
town board why there have
not been more concentrated
speed patrols and why the
town has not received the
periodic reports from the
sheriff’s office.

Town Chairman Ron Troy

told Conley Media the town
has requested concentrated
traffic patrols on several
occasions.

Troy asked Town Clerk
Mary Elsner to contact Sev-
erson and ask him to attend
either one of two town
board meetings scheduled in
July.

“We don’t want an under-
sheriff, we don’t want an
over-sheriff, we want the
sheriff to come here and tell
us what is going on in the
sheriff’s office,” added
Supervisor Pete Van Horn.

Gumm told Conley Media
Wednesday morning that
the department was “very
concerned about the com-
ments at last night’s (town
board) meeting” and he
would guarantee that senior
staff members will be in
contact with town officials.

He predicted the sheriff
would try to coordinate
schedules with town offi-
cials so they could meet.

He noted the sheriff’s
office has provided contrac-
tual police services to the
town for more than 25 years
and the office regards the
relationship as more than
“just a business arrange-
ment.”

During the past year, resi-
dents living along Imperial
Drive, Maple Avenue, and
Highway C between Inter-
state 94 and Hwy 18 have
presented petitions and
complaints about excessive
motorists’ speeds in their
neighborhoods.

Like numerous other com-
munities in the county, the

town contracts with the
sheriff’s office for deputies
who provide police services
and patrols dedicated to the
community that are in addi-
tion to county wide patrols.

The town pays about
$57,800 for two seven-hour
shifts of additional patrols
each week.

The town board is sched-
uled to add an additional
seven-hour shift later this
year at an estimated addi-
tional annual cost of about
$22,000 provided there are
enough funds remaining in
the 2019 budget.

If the third shift is added
later this year, the town will
have to spend in excess of
$100,000 in 2020 to pay for
three shifts of seven hours
of patrols per week, accord-
ing to town officials.

However, Troy said if the
sheriff’s department does
not improve its services to
the town, the town board
may opt to spend the addi-
tional $22,000 on a shared
services agreement with the
village of Hartland.

Some of the high-speed
traffic is taking place on
streets like Maple Avenue
and Imperial Drive, which
pass through both the town
and village.

Kranick said he intends to
meet with village officials to
see if they can assist the
town in patrolling those
streets or if they might be
interested in a shared ser-
vices agreement.

Town of Delafield officials
criticize county sheriff

Says Severson’s office isn’t
providing promised speed patrols What do you think?
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SOUND OFF

WAUKESHA — The city of
Waukesha reported it dis-
covered a leak in a concrete
structure containing fully
treated secondary affluent at
the city’s Clean Water Plant
on Tuesday. 

According to the city’s
release, a suspicious puddle
was noticed by a plant oper-
ator performing landscape
maintenance and an excava-
tion was planned to investi-
gate the source.

After the excavation was

done and the pooled water
was pumped out, it was
noted that there appeared to
be a leak at a joint of a
newer and older structure.
A contractor was called to
inspect and a repair was
planned for later Wednesday.  

Until the repair was com-
pleted, the collected water
was being pumped back into
the treatment system.

According to the release,
no water was ever observed
flowing over the surface as

the water had been absorb-
ing into the ground. There
are no drinking water wells
in the area, and no potential
public health hazards or
potentially harmful effects
on the environment. 

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
has been notified, according
to the notice. Pursuant to the
requirements of NR 210, a
press release was issued
regarding the incident by
the city. 

Water leak discovered at 
Waukesha Clean Water Plant

GE Healthcare opens College of HTM 
Course will train employees to maintain health care tech


