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By Cara Spoto
cspoto@jcsconleynet.com

262-563-2653

WAUKESHA — As a $4.5
million proposal to con-
struct a 2,500-seat amateur
baseball stadium in Frame
Park inches its way closer to
official consideration, some
members of the city’s Com-
mon Council are slowly com-

ing forward
to express
their support
for the pro-
ject.

On Mon-
day, Council
P r e s i d e n t
Aaron Perry,
an early sup-

porter of the idea to bring
amateur baseball to the
park, issued a written state-
ment officially backing the
plan.

In the statement, Perry
said he based his decision on
the details and financials of
the proposal, as well as on
facts and feedback from
numerous meetings and
phone calls.

“I am confident in this
continued opportunity for
growth for the taxpayers and
community,” he wrote.

Two days later aldermen
Jack Wells and Eric Payne
issued similar statements. 

In his statement, Wells
says that as the youngest
member of the council he
feels compelled to represent
not only his district, “but
also the younger families
and constituents of Wauke-
sha” by supporting a plan he
believes “represents an
incredible opportunity for
the city.” 

Eric Payne pointed to the
need for growth in the city,
stating that he has “no doubt
that bringing Northwoods
baseball to Frame Park will
spur development in that
area.”

Hoping to get a sense of
where the rest of the council
sits on the issue, The  Free-
man reached out to every
alderman who hadn’t
already issued a formal
statement.  

After hearing back from
all but three of the council’s
15 representatives, The Free-
man has learned that there
are at least five aldermen in
solid support of the project
— Perry, Wells, both Eric
and Cory Payne, and Steve
Johnson — while at least two
aldermen — Vance Skinner
and Kathleen Cummings —
oppose the project as it cur-
rently stands. 

Aldermen Peter Bartels,
Joe Pieper, Erik Helgestad,
Terry Thieme and Dean
Lemke said they remained
undecided, with some indi-
cating they were unhappy
with the current proposal. 
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“The Complete Works of William Shake-
speare (Abridged),” 7:30 p.m. today, 3:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, Wauke-
sha Civic Theatre, 264 W. Main St., Waukesha.
262-547-0708, www.waukeshacivictheatre.org

Valentine Craft & Vendor Fair, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Mukwonago United Church of
Christ, S93-W30740 Highway NN, Town of
Mukwonago.

Winter Wildlife Adventure, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Retzer Nature
Center, S14-W28167 Madison St., Town of

Genesee. Explore the environment and learn
how to identify the tracks of different animal
species and read animals’ activities. Register
by 3 p.m. today. $5 per person per class.
www.waukeshacounty.gov

Valentine’s Day Craft and Vendor Show, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, True Life Church, 1615
Silvernail Road, Pewaukee.

Oconomowoc Winter Farmers Market, 9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, Oconomowoc Land-
scape Greenhouse, N68-W37850 Highway K,
Town of Oconomowoc.

Waukesha Expo Market Collectibles and
Flea Style Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Waukesha County
Expo Center, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Admission $5 or $3 with 2 nonperishable
food items per person for the Hunger Task
Force.

Handbell choir concert, 4:30 p.m. Sunday, St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 20275 Davidson
Road, Brookfield. Presented by Agape Ringers
of Chicago. A free-will offering will be accepted.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Partly 
sunny

High 18 
Low 5

See complete forecast on 8A

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

You’re washing
your hands all
wrong Page 8B

Cady talks about
Pewaukee School
District Page 5A

FRAME PARK BASEBALL

Aldermen 
go to bat 

for proposal
At least five back 

plan, others remain 
undecided, against

Waukesha aldermen
on the Big Top
Baseball proposal 

In support
Aaron Perry 
Cory Payne
Eric Payne 
Jack Wells
Steve Johnson 

Opposed 
Kathleen Cummings 
Vance Skinner 

Undecided
Peter Bartels
Joe Pieper
Erik Helgestad
Terry Thieme
Dean Lemke

*Calls made Wednesday and
Thursday to Alds. Cassie
Rodriguez, Daniel Manion, and
Bill Boyle were not returned.

Related story

■ While aldermen debate 
the merits of a proposed 
agreement with Big Top
Baseball, the amateur 
baseball league operator has
asked a judge to dismiss a
lawsuit brought by residents
opposed to the deal. 3A

What do 
you think?
Phone: 513-2641
Email: soundoff@
conleynet.com

SOUND
OFF

Kai Klingbiel and Alex Pablo Porcayo each decorated their own pair of glasses to celebrate the 100th day of school at La
Casa de Esperanza.

10 times 10
La Casa de Esperanza

school celebrates 100 days

Victor Rodriguez
has a blast at one
of the many 100-
themed stations
celebrating 
La Casa de
Esperanza’s 100th
day of school.

WAUKESHA — Thurs-
day marked the 100th day
of the school year for La
Casa de Esperanza Char-
ter School students. To
celebrate being a full 100
days wiser, nine different
hands-on stations involv-
ing the number were set
up for students. The kids
also had the chance to
dress up as though they
were 100 years old. 

La Casa is currently
accepting applications
for grades K4-3 for the
upcoming school year.

Photos by Ashley Haynes,
Freeman Staff Elena Lopez makes a Fruit Loop necklace

using 100 pieces of the tasty cereal.

La Casa de Esperanza student Payton
Grandberry gets into the spirit of the number
100 by dressing like she’s 100 years old.

La Casa de Esperanza students change stations at an event
celebrating the 100th day of school.

Alan Tinoco and Samara Evins each take a stab at
dressing like a 100-year-old.

By Hannah Weikel
hweikel@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Aurora Health
Care and Froedtert Hospital have
imposed temporary restrictions
on children below the age of 12,
preventing them from visiting the
neonatal intensive care units and

birth centers, respectively, due to
the severity of the flu this season. 

Aurora will start enforcing the
restrictions today on visitors to
the NICUs at Aurora Sinai Medi-
cal Center and Aurora West Allis
Medical Center. Because the
Froedtert & the Medical College
of Wisconsin Birth Center is
located inside Children’s Hospital

in Wauwatosa, they decided to
align their birth center visitor
policy, which went into effect
Thursday, said Gerry Steele,
media relations associate for
Froedtert. 

All three Froedtert birth cen-
ters, including those at Communi-
ty Memorial Hospital in
Menomonee Falls and St. Joe’s in

West Bend, will not allow chil-
dren under 12 to enter or visit
until the flu season has eased up,
Steele said. 

“The temporary restriction on
visitation will help reduce expo-
sure to influenza and viral infec-
tions,” said Tami Kou, public
affairs director for Aurora, in a
statement.  “Aurora will reassess

the restriction regularly as new
information about the flu season
becomes available.”

Ann Dee Allen, media relations
strategist for ProHealth Care,
said they are not planning to limit
visitors at their hospitals, though
they strongly encourage visitors
who feel sick or show flu symp-
toms to stay home and visit when
they are feeling better. 

Severe flu season prompts hospitals to restrict visits
Temporary restrictions for children under 12 at Aurora Health Care, Froedtert

See FLU, PAGE 8A


