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Submitted photo

Brookfield Academy teacher creates 
mosaic for Fiserv Forum
BROOKFIELD — Brookfield Academy art teacher Carrie O’Malley created a 28-foot
mosaic for Milwaukee’s new Fiserv Forum arena. O’Malley was one of 32 artists,
each commissioned to create an individual piece of art for a museum-quality collec-
tion on display at the arena. O’Malley designed and created a 28 x 8 foot mosaic on
13 panels with more than 27,000 individual tiles using more than 35 different tile col-
ors. The mosaic highlights some of the architectural gems within Milwaukee’s skyline
and is located in the arena’s upper concourse atrium.
O’Malley is entering her 14th year at Brookfield Academy and is a visual arts teacher
at the Lower School.
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Lottery
Wednesday, Sept. 5

WISCONSIN
5 Card Cash     KS-6D-3S-7S-10S  
Pick 3                                  7-9-6 
Pick 4                               0-4-6-6 
Megabucks       19-29-33-34-42-49  
SuperCash       23-26-29-33-35-39
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball                6-15-50-59-60
Powerball                                 13
Power Play                                2
Badger 5                   3-8-13-15-20 

262-542-2500

Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187
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Speedbump

This autumn plan your next family-fun outing in 
Waukesha County. Check out our Fall Fun Guide

for local events, concerts, pumpkin farms, 
haunted houses and much more!

Inside the September 8th edition.

FALL FUN GUIDE
Celebrate the most colorful season in Waukesha County

Events•Festivals•Concerts•Theater•Farmer’s Market•Pumpkin Farms•Haunted Houses•And More!

Published by Freeman Newspapers • Fall 2018

It’s the most colorful of seasons!
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By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — A flourish-
ing homeschooling industry
can be found right here in
Waukesha, if you know
where to look. Over 800 stu-
dents in Waukesha County
were homeschooled for the
2017-18 school year, accord-
ing to data from the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction.
A fair portion of those stu-
dents are attending Bright
Rising Arts & Education, a
nonprofit homeschooling
service. The school seeks to
place students in a creative
group setting that’s driven
to challenge learners aca-
demically and spiritually.

“It just sort of emerged as a
need for us because we were
homeschooling (our kids) in
the pioneer days of home-
schooling,” said Director
Diane Stewart. “We wanted
to gather kids around our
kids so they would have the
experience of group learning
and exposure to other fami-
lies and subjects.”

Originally called
DaySpring Ministries, Stew-
art would run classes out of
her home and come up with
the classroom curriculum.
All classes are approved for
credit through the Bridges
Virtual Academy and other
virtual schools.

Stewart’s specialties come
from the liberal arts field,
including history, English
and speech.

Throughout the last
decade, more “veteran”
homeschool parents have
joined the team to expand
class offerings for students.

The organization recently
made the switch to a nonprof-
it and was then renamed
Bright Rising.  Its priority is
to offer academic classes for
grades K-12, divided into
three different age groups,
and then some electives that
students can use for credit on
their home school tran-
scripts.

Stewart said what first
attracts many families is a
robust theater program with
some unique components.

“We don’t require audi-
tions. We take kids and we

put them to work,” said
Stewart. The group also
never charges for tickets,
but will accept donations. In
that way, Stewart says
Bright Rising can further
contribute to the community
by providing free exposure
to the arts.

She explained that bring-
ing kids into the world of
theater can help build confi-
dence and collaboration
skills. Several Bright Rising
theater students have been
in the program for several
years and transitioned into
roles they would not have
been comfortable with when
starting.

Beth Oehlhof, a parent
with Bright Rising, says it
was the strong sense of com-
munity and excitement from
students that drew her and
her sons in. 

“Just when you’re in this
community, you see how the
learning happens and it’s
just really appealing,” said
Oehlhof.

Interested families can are
welcome to try just the the-
ater program, or whatever
unit of study within the
homeschooling program
they like. Right now, there
are approximately 75 theater
students and 75 academic
students at Bright Rising.

Both Stewart and Oehlhof
said Bright Rising is ideal
for parents who want to be
more involved in the learn-
ing process of their chil-
dren, and who want to con-
tribute to the learning pro-
cess that is taking place.
While homeschooling can be
a big commitment, they say
statistics speak for them-
selves when it comes to the
number of home school stu-
dents who thrive academi-
cally and following gradua-
tion.

“If they’re looking for a
community that shares the
same homeschooling values,
this is the kind of group to
try,” said Oehlhof. 

To find out more about
Bright Rising’s academic
and theatre programs, visit
brightrising.info.

There are three theater
productions throughout the
year that accept cast mem-
bers. 

Homeschooling,
happily

Bright Rising Arts & Education
brings together community 

of students and parents

Kim and Chris Ipsa (center) cut the ceremonial ribbon at La Casa de
Esperanza’s newly constructed playground. Kim Ipsa is a K5 teacher,
and both she and her husband volunteered time to help with the con-
struction process.

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

New playground opens at La Casa 
WAUKESHA — La Casa de Esperanza students got a chance to explore their new playground at a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Wednesday morning.

La Casa de Esperanza student Mason Wallace
gets a popsicle treat after checking out the school’s
new playground on Wednesday.
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More fun things to do
Harvest Fest, noon to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, Clark House Museum, 206 E.
Wisconsin Ave., Pewaukee. Hosted
by Pewaukee Area Historical Soci-
ety. Learn about old-time crafts and
experience hands-on activities, old-
time games for the kids, demon-
strations. The American Heritage
Dancers will entertain and teach
square dancing. Lunch/supper,
produce and baked goods will be
available for purchase. No admis-
sion charge. www.pewaukeehisto-
ry.org, 262-691-0233

Historic Day Open House, noon
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Historical Park,
19765 W. National Ave., New
Berlin. Free, Visit museum for farm,
military, police and fire history. An
antique parade is scheduled at 2
p.m. Refreshments, music, plein air
painters.
www.newberlinhistoricalsociety.org

GodStock 2018, noon to 6 p.m.
Sunday, First Congressional
Church, 815 S. Concord Road. Live
music, free admission, food and
beverages.


