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WAUKESHA — Just a
glance at La Casa de Esper-
anza’s art classroom does-
n’t reveal anything out of
the ordinary. The walls are
filled with construction
paper, tiny pairs of hands
and visual aids, basically
everything you would
expect to find. However, a
few minutes into an art ses-

sion, you’ll soon realize
that students aren’t work-
ing in the average art class.
Thanks to a newly integrat-
ed concept, students don’t
just go to art class. They go
to Spanish and art class at
the same time. 

The idea was spearhead-
ed by a La Casa teacher who
realized how students natu-
rally learned language
through hands-on work.

“I try to use the technique
of art so they can relate it

to the lessons,” said art
teacher Diana Mercado.
“We’re just integrating con-
cepts in Spanish.”

Right now, Mercado’s sec-
ond-grade students are
learning about the farm,
something every grade
school student does. She
starts by introducing the
names of animals and
objects in English and then
switches to Spanish. 

Art projects are then used
to better solidify the con-
cepts in the students’ minds
as Mercado progressively
speaks more and more
Spanish to them. 

On Wednesday, her sec-
ond-grade class created a
farm animal puppet while
following directions in
Spanish, a notable accom-
plishment since Mercado
says only about one third of
her students come from a
Spanish-speaking back-
ground. She says the art
projects help students “a lot
because they’re creating all
the time and having conver-
sations.”

She said the students are
a big support system for
one another, and often help
when one of their peers is
stuck. The difference from
the start of the year to just
a few weeks in is palpable.

“When you first talk to
them (non-Spanish speak-
ers), they’re like ‘What?,’
but you point it out to them
and they figure it out pretty
quickly,” said Mercado.

The consensus among
students who did not know
much Spanish before start-
ing at the school is that
while it was scary at first,
they now know enough
words and phrases to use at

home and in the communi-
ty.

“I was most nervous
about writing (in Span-
ish),” said second-grade
student Stanlee Heinen,
adding that he’s pretty
excited now to know more
than one language.

La Casa de Esperanza
provides a traditional-
based academic program in
English to ensure that
every student has proficien-
cy in the language. Howev-
er, students becoming bilin-
gual is an important part of
the school’s goals. So in
addition to the Spanish
through Art class, bilingual
staff members are on hand
at all levels of the school.
Spanish through Art is seen
as a good starting point for
students because the struc-
ture of the class is fluid.

“La Casa continues to
have high quality chil-
dren’s education programs
along with providing criti-
cal services to the commu-
nity,” said President Ansel-
mo Villarreal. “With the
help of our supporters,
staff, and committed board
members and donors, we
will continue the journey to
helping others achieve
their dreams.”
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Learning Spanish 
through art

La Casa de Esperanza supporting 
bilingual learners via hybrid class
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Victoria Sanchez, a La Casa de Esperanza student, shows off her finished farm animal puppet.
In her Spanish through Art class, Spanish is incorporated into everyday concepts. The group is
currently learning about the farm, or “la granja.”

La Casa de Esperanza students in the class.

La Casa de Esperanza students Lailani Escobedo (front) and
Scarlet Gonzalez work on creating puppets in their Spanish
through Art class.

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conlenynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Now in its third year,
Waukesha’s annual Oktoberfest will feature a
few more entertainment and food options
when it rolls out the firkins this weekend. 

The event will take place over two days in
Frame Park, staring at 5 p.m. on Friday and 1
p.m. on Saturday. Festivities will continue
until 11 p.m. on both days, about an hour later
than last year. 

On Friday, revelers can enjoy the opening
ceremony and “Tapping of the Firkin” at 5
p.m., followed by the musical stylings of Aus-
trian Express, which like the D’Oberlandler
Dance Troupe is new to the fest this year. 

Also new to the festival this year will be a
spanferkel, or German pig roast, and the liv-
ing “Bronze Statues.” 

Little revelers will enjoy an expanded Fam-
ily Area with with crafts, games and other
activities, as well as the children’s parade
slated to take place at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday.

For athletes, Saturday’s Wurst Bier
Biathlon, will offer a chance to sup on brats
and beers between laps. 

“We have been growing from year to year.
Last year we had between 4,000 and 5,000 peo-
ple, so I would expect we would have at least
that many people this year,” Joanna Adamic-
ki, special events coordinator for the city’s
Parks, Recreation and Forestry department,
said Wednesday. “The weather looks very

promising for this weekend. It should defi-
nitely feel like Oktoberfest on Saturday.” 

Those with a sweet tooth should be sure to
be on the festival grounds at 1:15 p.m. on Sat-
urday when Sweet Perfections bakery will
unveil its third Oktoberfest cake. Last year
the local business made a cake in the shape of
a concertina, and this year’s creation promis-
es to touch on the family’s German heritage
as well, owner Peggy Heil said. 

Although the specialty cake won’t be eaten,
the bakery will be serving 400 slices of one of
its specialty sheet cakes, featuring a raspber-
ry and mango and buttercream filling. 

Asked whether the cake will taste good
with beer, Heil said “Of course.

“Everything tastes good with beer.” 
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Ray Stelzer of Kleenex Bayern Roasted Nuts starts packing nuts to serve at Waukesha’s 2017
Oktoberfest in Frame Park.

Oktoberfest is back
3rd annual event offers new bands, more family fun

Thomas Keiner from Waukesha takes a chug
of beer during the 2017 Oktoberfest celebra-
tion at Frame Park.

Mukwonago library to
host free tai chi class

MUKWONAGO — The
Mukwonago Community
Library, 511 Division St.,
will host an introductory
class on the basic princi-
ples of tai chi at 10 a.m.
Saturday. No registration
is required and the class
will be held outside, weath-
er permitting. 

Master tai chi instructor
Jeff Ponasik will teach the
class. It is appropriate for
all fitness levels and will
cover mind-body exercises
that combine principles of
balance, controlled breath-
ing, flexibility and tradi-
tional Eastern philoso-
phies. 

‘1945’ film to be
shown in Waukesha

WAUKESHA — The film
“1945” will be shown at
Congregation Emanu-El of
Waukesha on Oct. 6.

It will begin at 6:45 p.m.
and is open to the public.
The cost is $8 at the door.

The 90-minute film looks
at how a small Hungarian
town is surprised when
two strangers, both Ortho-
dox Jews, arrive by train
and nothing is ever the
same again.

Call 262-547-7180 for more
information.

UW Cancer Center 
at ProHealth Care to
offer free  screenings

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
On Oct. 12, medical experts
in head and neck cancer
will offer free screenings
for adults 18 and older at
the UW Cancer Center at
ProHealth Care, N16-
W24131 Riverwood Drive.
The screenings will be pro-
vided from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and are by appointment
only. 

Each appointment only
takes a few minutes.

Anyone who has used
tobacco or consumed alco-
hol for a number of years,
been exposed to HPV, has a
family history of cancer,
or comes into regular con-

tact with cancer-causing
substances like heavy met-
als or glues should be
screened.

To make an appoint-
ment, call 262-928-2745.

Muskego library 
to hold craft beer,
wine tasting festival

MUSKEGO — The
Muskego Public Library,
S73W-16663 W. Janesville
Road, will host the 15th
annual craft beer and wine
tasting festival from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. on Oct. 13. The
festival will feature more
than 80 craft beers and
international wines, live
music, and food from local
restaurants. 

There will also be a
silent auction and a 50/50
raffle.

Admission is $35 with all
food and drinks included.
Tickets are available at
www.localwineevents.com
and all proceeds support
programs at the library. 

For more information,
call 262-971-2100. 
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Crash on I-41 in Falls
MENOMONEE FALLS — Law enforcement officials work on the scene of a vehicle crash on
Interstate 41 southbound near the Main Street exit in Menomonee Falls on Wednesday night.
The crash closed all southbound lanes on I-41 and traffic was diverted off the interstate south
at County Highway Q. The accident occurred at 6:19 p.m. and the lanes remained closed at
10:30 p.m. Further information was not available before press time.
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