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By Kelly Smith
Special to Conley Media

DELAFIELD — The
funding formula that
determines how much
money taxpayers in
Delafield, Chenequa, and
Nashotah contribute to
fire and emergency medi-
cal services provided by
Lake Country Fire & Res-
cue is likely to be changed.

Fire Chief Matt Fennig
and Delafield Alderman
Matt Grimmer, a member
of the LCFR governing
board, told city officials
during a budget workshop
Tuesday night the discus-
sions between firefighters
and elected officials to
change the formula have
begun.

City Administrator Tom
Hafner pointed out when
the consolidated depart-
ment was created in 2010
the city was paying about
72% of the municipal con-
tributions to department
operations.

Since then, the city’s
share of the municipal
contributions has jumped
to nearly 80% resulting in
a nearly $60,000, or 6%,
increase — one of the
largest hikes in the city’s
proposed $15.1 million
2020 budget.

The steady increase in
contribution to LCFR has
put a strain on the city’s
ability to fund overall gov-
ernment operations with-
in the revenue constraints
posed by state-imposed
limits on raising real
estate taxes, according to
city officials.

“It started out as Lake
Country Fire and Rescue
and it has become the
Delafield Fire and Res-
cue,” Grimmer told the
workshop.

The department has
annual budget of about
$2.2 million. 

About $1 million is
raised through billings for
patient medical services,
service contracts with
area hospitals and a train-
ing center the department
operates at its Nashotah
station.

The remaining approxi-
mately $1.2 million is paid
for by taxpayers in
Delafield, Nashotah, and
Chenequa, based on the
population, tax base, and
number of emergency
calls in each community.

Number of calls 
in funding formula

The city’s share of the
cost jumped because the
number of calls is given
the greatest weight (50
percent) in the funding
formula.

While the tax base and

population of the three
communities have
remained stable during
the past decade, the num-
ber of calls in Delafield
has been increasing.

Grimmer said officials
could not have anticipated
the increase in the num-
ber of medical emergency
calls the department
makes at the recently
opened Heritage Lake
Country senior living cen-
ter adjacent to the Village
Square shopping center
near the interchange of
Highways 16 and 83.

Mayor Kent Attwell pre-
dicted the number of
emergency response calls
within the city will contin-
ue to grow along with new
commercial developments
that will benefit the Lake
Country region as well as
the city.

So far there have been
no specific proposals
announced regarding how
the formula would be
changed.

Any changes in the for-
mula would have to be rec-
ommended by the LCFR
governing board and
approved by elected offi-
cials in each of the three
municipalities.

The LCFR governing
board consists of two rep-
resentatives from each of
the municipalities.

The department’s annu-
al budget cannot be
approved without the vote
of at least one of the rep-
resentatives from each of
the municipalities.

If two members of any
municipality vote against
approving the budget,
department spending is
frozen at the previous bud-
get year levels.

Previously there was an
informal agreement that
the mayor and two village
presidents had to agree on
any significant budget or
monetary policy changes
before they were proposed
to the LCFR board.

Nashotah Village Presi-
dent Rich Lartz, one of the
original architects of the
consolidation, and
Chenequa Village Presi-
dent Jo Ann F. Villavicen-
cio could not be reached
for comment.

The department was cre-
ated when the city of
Delafield Fire Department
merged with the Lake
Country Fire Department,
which was serving
Nashotah and Chenequa.

LAKE COUNTRY FIRE & RESCUE

Changes likely 
in department’s

funding
‘It has become
Delafield Fire
and Rescue,’

says Delafield
alderman

What do you think?
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WAUKESHA — A
Menomonee Falls woman is
charged with intentional
use of an oleoresin device
causing bodily harm after
she allegedly pepper
sprayed a man without any
threat being made toward
her.

Lea L. Brittain, 39, faces
nine months in jail.

According to a criminal
complaint in the case, on

Sept. 16 at 10:58 p.m., offi-
cers were dispatched to
Delta Hotel, N88-W14822
Main St., in Menomonee
Falls for a possible domestic
abuse situation with a sub-
ject who was pepper
sprayed.

Police made contact with
a man in the restroom who
was washing his eyes.

The complaint says the
man told police he had tried

to enter his home earlier,
but the door was locked and
Brittain refused to let him
in.

The man alleged that as he
was talking with Brittain,
she pulled down the screen
door window and raised her
hand over it, spraying him
with pepper spray.

The man said he walked
over to Delta Hotel because
it was the only place he

knew that had a bathroom.
Brittain allegedly told

police that due to prior
physical incidents involving
the man, she did not want to
let him into the home.

She also told police that
had placed his hand on her
left arm while trying to gain
entry to the residence.

The complaint says Brit-
tain did tell police the man
made no threats of violence

Woman allegedly pepper sprays man during conversation

State has largest
achievement gap

By Ashley Haynes
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While how much the aver-
age Wisconsin student
knows in varying subjects
hasn’t changed much over
the last two years, the state’s
lowest-performing students
have seen a decline in edu-
cational skills.

The results of the 2019
National Assessment of
Educational Progress, also
known as the Nation’s
Report Card, show that
while throughout the coun-
try test scores have general-

ly dropped across subject
areas, Wisconsin has not
seen any significant
changes.

The National Assessment
of Educational Progress is
the largest nationally repre-
sentative and continuing
assessment of what stu-
dents in the U.S. know and
can do in different subject
areas. 

The last time students
took the NAEP exam was in
2017.

According to a news
release from the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction,
in both reading and math,
Wisconsin eighth-graders
outpaced nearly 40 other
states, with only two juris-
dictions scoring higher and

around a dozen ranked as
statistically similar.

Throughout the country,
41% of students in grade
four were NAEP proficient
in math, 35% were profi-
cient in reading and 38%
proficient in science.

For students in grade
eight who took the national
assessment, 34% were
NAEP proficient in math,
reading and science. 

Fourth-graders in Wiscon-
sin surpassed the national
proficiency rates with 45%
in math, 36% in reading and
41% in science.

Eighth-graders in the
state were also above
national ratings: 41% were
proficient in math, 39% in
reading and 40% in science.

However, according to the
DPI, Wisconsin’s NAEP
scores reflect a wider gap
between the performance of
black and white students
than any other state or
jurisdiction except one, the
District of Columbia. 

“We have work ahead to
achieve our rigorous expec-
tations,” state Superinten-
dent Carolyn Stanford Tay-
lor said in a news release.
“Our persistent achieve-
ment gaps are a crisis. Clos-
ing these gaps is not only
the right thing to do, it is
imperative for our state.”

NAEP results for Wiscon-
sin, as well as nationwide,
show declining scores
among the lowest-perform-
ing students.

Report: Wisconsin above average 
in National Report Card scores
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Riley Hudson brought out the newest version of the Queen Elsa costume to collect candy Wednesday morning at La Casa
de Esperanza.

Adrian Villegas hands out candy to students Wednesday morning
at La Casa de Esperanza while dressed as Buzz Lightyear.

La Casa gets spooky
WAUKESHA — La Casa de Esperanza students got

an early chance to trick-or-treat Wednesday morning.
All grade levels showed off their costumes as they
went from classroom to classroom, seeking their
sugar fix.

La Casa de Esperanza student Benjamin Sanchez went
for a prehistoric look for his Halloween costume. He was a
T-rex during an early session of trick-or-treating.

www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman
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