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Man allegedly drove
truck off road, ditched it

WAUKESHA — A man
allegedly drove his pickup
truck into a tree in the front
yard of a home in the 400
block of Barney Street, kept
driving and then ditched the
vehicle and fled on foot.

According to Waukesha
Police Department records,
the driver almost struck a
pedestrian when his truck
left the road on Barney Street
at 8:46 p.m. Wednesday. He
then took off and turned east
on McCall Street.  The truck
was found in the 300 block of
Buchner Court with its dome
light on and its front end
smashed. 

Neighbors said the man
left the vehicle and ran east
through the yards toward
Buchner Park. When the
man returned home in the
300 block of North Avenue,
he was arrested for drunken
driving at 10:51 p.m. 

Man allegedly used
stolen credit card

WAUKESHA — An Oak
Creek man was allegedly
caught on video using a cred-
it card stolen from a car in
Waukesha two years ago.

Benjamin Radloff, 29, was
charged Thursday in Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
with identity theft and faces
up to six years in prison if
convicted.

A criminal complaint said

a Waukesha man reported on
Aug. 4, 2014 that he learned a
credit card left in his car the
previous night had been used
at a Waukesha Walmart store
for $223 in purchases that
morning and at a gas station
for $178; a second credit card
was used for $220 in purchas-
es at area stores.

Walmart security video
had footage of a man later
identified as Radloff making
the transactions; in Septem-
ber of that year, police
caught up to Radloff in the
Dodge County Jail, where he
declined to give a statement,
the complaint said.

Man under investigation
after nephew reports
assault

WAUKESHA —  A Wauke-
sha man is under investiga-
tion after his nephew report-
ed this week that he was
assaulted at his uncle’s
home.

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the man, 55, unless he is
formally charged to protect
his accuser’s identity.

But according to a search
warrant returned to Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court on
Thursday, a 6-year-old boy
reported at the CARE Center
on Wednesday that he had
been sexually assaulted by
an uncle, who touched him
indecently “way more than 1
time” and engaged in a sex
act while another man was
making a video of the

encounter with his phone.
The boy also said his uncle
showed him naked people on
a computer.

Police have searched the
man’s residence, taking com-
puter equipment, video discs
and tapes and other media as
part of the investigation.

Man allegedly
fled police stop

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man was ordered held on
a $2,000 cash bond Thursday
after being charged in an
incident during which he
allegedly sped away from a
traffic stop Aug. 9.

Cortez Johnson, 21, was
charged in Waukesha County
Circuit Court with fleeing an
officer, obstructing police and
driving without a license.

The complaint against him

said an officer observed
Johnson’s car in the 100
block of East Broadway with
windows that may have been
tinted too dark, with the vehi-
cle missing a front license
plate. The driver, Johnson,
was exiting the parking lot
but backed into it again as he
saw the officer, which the
officer felt was suspicious,
the complaint said.

The officer followed John-
son’s vehicle down East
Avenue to Newhall, where
Johnson was pulled over, but
he then sped away, the com-
plaint said. The officer pur-
sued the car to the 200 block
of Hinman Avenue, where
Johnson ran inside a build-
ing but emerged a short time
later, the complaint said. 

It added Johnson said he
fled because he thought there
was a warrant for his arrest.

WAUKESHA —
Menomonee Falls police are
investigating a matter in
which a 66-year-old Milwau-
kee man reportedly
arranged over the Internet
to meet a 14-year-old girl in
a park last week.

The man is not being
named until formal charges
are filed against him, but
police sought and received
search warrants to probe
the man’s phone and
searched his home, taking
with them computer equip-
ment as part of an investi-
gation into his alleged use
of a computer to facilitate a
child sex crime, according
to a search warrant
returned to Waukesha
County Circuit Court on
Thursday.

According to the warrant,
a Menomonee Falls police
detective posed online as a
14-year-old girl who
answered an Internet ad for

“Daddy-daughter fantasy.”
The “girl” told the man she
was 14 and provided a
photo, to which the man
said he was 50 and replied
she was too young but they
could meet for coffee or to
talk, the warrant said. They
agreed to meet at Rotary
Park on the morning of
Aug. 24, but police did not
see the vehicle the man said
he would drive there. 

They set up a meeting for
that afternoon; police found
the man near the arranged
meeting point. He said he
took a different vehicle to
the park “to be safe” as “he
felt he was being set up,”
the warrant said. The man
told police he intended to
tell the girl she was making
a poor decision, but police
found two wrapped con-
doms in his car as well as a
set of binoculars, the war-
rant said.

— Freeman Staff
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In honor of  Hispanic Heritage Month, 
THE FREEMAN will publish a special series 

highlighting the Waukesha Hispanic Community.

Read all about our local Hispanic community 
in THE FREEMAN on September 15 

and October 1, 8.

September 15 – October 15

Hispanic 
Heritage Month

Celebrate
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Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch speaks on stage to La Casa de Esperanza Executive Director Anselmo Villarreal,
foreground, recounting how he had told her about his vision for the charter school on the site where ground was being bro-
ken for the new building.

By Lauren Anderson
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Construc-
tion didn’t take a break on
La Casa de Esperanza’s cam-
pus Thursday morning even
as community members
gathered to commemorate it.

With an excavator work-
ing in the background, La
Casa held a groundbreaking
ceremony for its new char-
ter school expansion aimed
at accommodating future
enrollment growth.

The three-story, 11,500-
square-foot addition to its
Arcadian Avenue facility
will extend north along Car-
oline Street, the first in a
three-part planned expan-
sion. 

The ceremony was the
kickoff for current students’
first day of school, and the
launch of the charter
school’s second year. 

“Today is an important
day for La Casa de Esperan-
za because we reiterate our
commitment to low-income
children, our pledge to pro-
vide the best education pos-
sible to our low-income chil-
dren,” La Casa CEO and
President Anselmo Villar-
real said. “It is important to
reduce, to eradicate the edu-
cational achievement gap.

And Waukesha is not
exempt from having a signif-
icant educational achieve-
ment gap, particularly
between low-income chil-
dren and more affluent chil-
dren.” 

The school offers extra ser-
vices aimed at addressing
the challenges low-income
families experience regard-
ing education — including
before- and after-school care
and summer programming
to keep students learning in
the off-school months.

La Casa is an independent
public charter school autho-
rized by the University of
Wi s c o n s i n - M i lw a u ke e.
Though publicly funded, the
school is not associated with
a public school district. 

This year, La Casa is cele-
brating its 50th anniversary.
In addition to running the
new school, the organization
offers various services,
including financial literacy,
workforce development, tax
assistance, food services,
youth arts, and weatheriza-
tion services for low-income
families.

During Wednesday’s cere-
mony, 50 “heroes” from
throughout the organiza-
tion’s history were honored,
including its founders
Duane and Carol Warren,

Kenneth and Clair Crouch,
and Duane and Pat Mitchell. 

A host of dignitaries
attended, including Wiscon-
sin Lt. Gov. Rebecca
Kleefisch and Attorney Gen-
eral Brad Schimel. 

12 more classrooms
planned in first phase

The first phase of con-
struction will involve build-
ing 12 additional classrooms,
which are expected to com-
pleted in time for the 2017-18
school year.

After that, Villarreal has
said, it would likely be more
than two years before phase
two — finishing construc-

tion of the elementary
school classrooms — could
begin. Phase three — build-
ing a middle school — would
then begin three more years
after that. 

In addition to the $3.5 mil-
lion price tag for the three-
story addition, Villarreal
has said he expects to spend
an additional $2 million on
phase two and between $2.5
and $3 million on phase
three — for a total cost
around $7.5 million.

Enrollment is anticipated
to reach 600 students within
seven years. 

Email: landerson@conleynet.com 

La Casa breaks ground 
on charter school expansion 

Anselmo Villarreal, Marcos Ramos, Rick Congdon and Jenni
Zielke are assisted by La Casa de Esperanza Charter
School students during a groundbreaking for the new school
building on Thursday.

Ground was broken for the new La Casa de Esperanza Char-
ter School building by members of the organization’s “50
years, 50 heroes” group of people who were crucial in the
organization’s success, including donors, volunteers, staff
and community members.

An excavator digs the basement for the new school as the
groundbreaking ceremony continues.

WAUKESHA — With
HUSCO president and CEO
Austin Ramirez set to take a
year-long position as a
White House Fellow, his
father will return to the
position in which he spent 26
years and act in an interim
role, the company
announced Thursday.

Agustin “Gus” Ramirez,
founder and current chair-
man of HUSCO, was named
the Harvard Business
School Club of Wisconsin’s
2015 Business Leader of the
Year for his management
achievements and civic
involvement. 

Now, Gus Ramirez returns
to the familiar role of head-
ing the company. 

During his tenure as CEO,
HUSCO’s sales went from
about $20 million to $100 mil-
lion in nine years. The next
nine years, the company’s
sales doubled.

Gus Ramirez earned a
master’s degree in

a e r o s p a c e
engineering
from Georgia
Tech Universi-
ty and also
received mas-
ter’s degree in
b u s i n e s s
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion from Har-

vard. He stepped down as
CEO of the company in 2011
in favor of Austin.

Gus will serve in the inter-
im role for approximately
one year while Austin works
in the White House as part of
the President’s National
Economic Council. 

Austin was appointed a
White House Fellow on Aug.
23 and is expected to encour-
age active citizenship while
taking part in an education
program designed to broad-
en his knowledge of leader-
ship, policy formation and
current affairs.

— Chris Bucher, Freeman Staff

Gus Ramirez returns
as CEO of HUSCO

NEW BERLIN — Spirit
Manufacturing Inc. will lay
off all its employees and shut
its doors for good by mid-
November, the company stat-
ed in a letter sent to the Wis-
consin Department of Work-
force Development. 

Spirit Manufacturing, 5340
S. Emmer Drive, stated it will
lay off all 60 of its employees
due to “changing business
circumstances.” 

The company specializes in

the manufacturing of preci-
sion CNC machined products
and anticipates that it will
close Nov. 18. Employees, how-
ever, may be employed beyond
the date due to the winding
down of the business. 

Waukesha-Ozaukee-Wash-
ington Workforce Develop-
ment Area Rapid Response
will offer services to the
affected workers.

— Freeman Staff

Spirit Manufacturing to
close, lay off 60 employees

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
native Nick Viall has thrice
come up short in his search
for love through “The Bache-
lor” franchise. 

But next season, he will be
the one controlling who gets
the final rose. 

Viall, a 1999 Waukesha
North High School graduate,
was announced this week as
the next bachelor on the
ABC-TV show.

Viall, 35, is one of 11 sib-
lings. He competed in cross
country and track and field
while at North. In 1999, he
won state in the 800-meter
run, and continued to run
track at the University of

Wi s c o n s i n -
Milwaukee. 

He current-
ly lives in
Chicago and
works as a
software sales
executive. 

He previ-
ously partici-

pated in season 10 and 11 of
“The Bachelorette” and was
runner-up both times. He
currently appears on “Bach-
elor in Paradise,” a spinoff
of the franchise. 

The 21st season of “The
Bachelor” will premiere in
January 2017. 

— Freeman Staff

Waukesha’s Nick Viall
named the next ‘Bachelor’

Viall

Milwaukee man investigated
in Internet underage sex sting

Ramirez


