Education Positions

Position on the State of Wisconsin Charter School Law

Under Wisconsin charter school law (Sec. 118.40plieations for charter can only be approved byloc
school districts with the exception of MilwaukeeddRacine counties. Expanding the number of auttmayiz
entities to include universities and/or technicalleges throughout the State of Wisconsin will efifecly
create more parental choice in education. Chadieods also have increased curriculum flexibiligt
adhere to the same state testing requirementsyiaidhem to specialize their services to meetribeds of
certain student populations such as economicadlgd¥iantaged or English language learners. Therdfare
Casa de Esperanza supports the expansion of aitigpentities to include at least University of \dtssin
institutions and technical colleges, and also #aeetbpment of a fair appeals process.

Early Childhood Education

La Casa believes that the early learning yearscatieal in a child’s development and future succés
school and life. Eighty-five percent of a childigellect, personality, and skills are formed by &ige." In
Waukesha County, 60 percent of children under agav@ working parents making access to high quality
childcare and early childhood education even madtizal.> For these reasons, La Casa supports federal and
state policies that improve the access and quafligarly education programs for children from ecoiwally
disadvantaged families, Latino children, and Emglisanguage Learners (ELLS); increase childcare
assistance for working families; and enhance oppdaies for the professional development of teasher
working with young children.

No Child L eft Behind (NCL B)

La Casa de Esperanza believes that the No ChilcBedfind Act creates greater transparency of the
academic achievement of all groups of student®pgrting test scores by gender, race/ethnicityjifmg
language proficiency, and socioeconomic statussé ldata provide significant insight into the perfance
of our children — where they are succeeding andevtieey need more help.

La Casa also supports fully funding NCLB and itsponents that require high standards for student
achievement particularly for Latinos and Englisggaage Learners (ELLS), use of assessments to
uniformly measure levels of achievement, and aglukti resources and accountability mechanisms favac
districts.

English Language Learners(ELLS)

La Casa de Esperanza believes that English Landiesgaer (ELL) test scores and achievement must
continue to be a separate subcategory in the regahd accountability standards required by NddCheft
Behind (NCLB). Schools should ensure that ELL pangs are effective by developing rigorous ELL
coursework; preparing teachers to work with ELL®tigh on-going staff professional development and
training; the development and use of standardiesis that accurately assess ELL student achievearaht
distribution of information to parents of ELL studs so that they may fully participate in theirldhs
education and the decision-making process at ttad frhool and school district levels.

Higher Education

La Casa supports policies and practices that iseraacess to higher educational opportunities the.and
students from economically disadvantaged famil@gecifically, La Casa supports policies to increase
access to programs that educate high school ssidenthe college application process and finaraiidl
such as the College Bound Program, and to incfedeeal and state resources dedicated to studemntdial

aid and grants.
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