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IN BRIEF

January 7 & 8, 2017
10:00AM – 4:30PM

Exposition Center at 
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwaukee

Watch for the Wonderful World of Weddings
special section to be inserted into 

The Freeman on Friday, December 30, 2016.
This section is also available online at gmtoday.com

beginning December 19, 2016.

EVERYONE 
P L A N  T H E  W ED D IN GP L A N  T H E  W ED D IN G

REMEMBERS !
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A visit from St. Nick at La Casa
La Casa K4 students welcome Santa with open arms Thursday. The jolly fellow passed out gifts
to children and received their Christmas lists.

Local Girl Scout awarded
for saving woman’s life

PEWAUKEE — Girl
Scouts of Wisconsin South-
east awarded 14-year-old
Sydney Gergen of Pewau-
kee with the Girl Scouts of
the USA National Lifesav-
ing Medal of Honor Award
Thursday after rescuing a
paddle boarder in Peninsu-
la State Park in Door Coun-
ty on May 28.

Lifesaving Awards are
given to registered Girl
Scouts between the ages 5
through 17 who have saved
or attempted to save a
human life under heroic
circumstances or at risk to
their own life.

Sydney Gergen and her
mother were out in a tan-
dem kayak in Nicolet Bay
when they saw a woman
struggling with maneuver-
ing her paddleboard. The
woman fell off the board

into the cold water. 
“Oh my gosh, I’m going to

go help her!” Gergen said
was her immediate
thought. “It’s kind of crazy
that she fell.”

Gergen and her mother
made their way to the
woman.

“She could not get back
onto the board. It was her
first time paddleboarding. I
could tell that she was real-
ly cold and scared. She was
starting to panic,” said Ger-
gen in a press release.

Gergen told the woman
how to crawl and lay on her
paddle board. Gergen then
traded places with the pad-
dle boarder and the three
made it back to a nearby
boat launch.

Gergen attributed her
quick response and knowl-
edge of boat safety to the

Girl Scouts.
“I went through boat safe-

ty in camp,” Gergen said.
“But I started to do paddle
boarding on my own.”

“We are thrilled that Syd-
ney is receiving this special
honor,” Christy Brown,
CEO of Girl Scouts of Wis-
consin Southeast, said in a
press release. “Her behav-
ior exemplifies the mission
of Girl Scouts to build girls
of courage, confidence, and
character who make the
world a better place. Syd-
ney put her leadership
training to use by identify-
ing a dangerous situation,
maintaining her compo-
sure and providing an
immediate solution. Syd-
ney’s act of bravery is an
inspiration.”

— Andrea Fencl, Freeman Staff

Girl says she applied ideas learned at Scout camp

PEWAUKEE

Andrea Fencl/ Freeman Staff

From left: Brenda Vento, senior director of marketing and communications for Girl Scouts of
Wisconsin Southeast, with Sydney Gergen; Sue Molina, director of Girl Scout Leadership
Experience for Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast; Nicole Jamieson, volunteer support
specialist for Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast; and Heidi Deininger, chief operating offi-
cer for Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast.

Waukesha woman accused 
in bank robbery appears in court

WAUKESHA — The
woman accused of robbing
Waukesha State Bank, 151 E.
St. Paul Ave., on Dec. 13
made her initial appearance
in Waukesha County Circuit
Court on Thursday.

Melissa Monreal, 36, of
Waukesha was charged on
Dec. 16 with one felony
count of robbery of a finan-
cial institution. If convicted
of the charge, Monreal could
face a maximum of 40 years
in prison.

At her preliminary hear-
ing Thursday, Monreal
changed her mind on waiv-
ing the hearing altogether,
withdrawing the waiver and
citing the need for more

time to decide
and consult
with her attor-
ney.  

A c c o r d i n g
to the crimi-
nal complaint,
M o n r e a l
obtained a lit-

tle more than $600 in cash
from the bank after she gave
the teller a note that said “do
not call the police” and
something about an alarm.
The teller, according to the
complaint, immediately
reached over and pressed
the emergency button under
the counter. 

After the teller opened her
cash drawer, Monreal

allegedly grabbed all of the
ones, fives and tens and put
them on the counter before
asking if the teller had any
more money in the drawer.
The teller then grabbed the
entire stack of twenties and
put them on the counter,
according to the complaint.
Monreal then left with the
money and her note.

She was placed in custody
by police after her family
showed her surveillance
photos that the police
released the following day.

Monreal’s next hearing is
scheduled for 1:15 p.m. on
Jan. 4. 

— Freeman Staff

Monreal

Trial scheduled in attempted
murder, burglary cases

By Jake Meister
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — A  jury
trial has been scheduled for
April in the case against a
teen who allegedly attempted
both to rob a gas station and
shoot the store’s clerk one
day and allegedly attempted
to rob two Carroll University
students at gunpoint on
another date.

Zackary Stetina, 19, for-
merly of New Berlin, has
been charged in Waukesha
County Circuit Court with
one count of first-degree
intentional homicide, two
counts of armed robbery, two
counts of first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety,
three counts of intentionally
pointing a firearm at a per-
son and one count of battery
for the two alleged incidents.

Stetina was originally
charged with attempted first-
degree intentional homicide
in April after he allegedly
tried to rob a New Berlin gas
station and attempted to
shoot the clerk. Additional
charges of attempted armed
robbery, two counts of first-
degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety and multiple mis-
demeanors were later added
after it was discovered Steti-
na and 18-year-old Jonah M.
Verdun allegedly tried to rob
two Carroll  students at gun-
point a day before the New
Berlin incident. 

According to the criminal
complaint, Verdun was Steti-
na’s “lookout” during the

New Berlin
incident, in
which Stetina
a l l e g e d l y
pointed a load-
ed .22 caliber
pistol at a BP
clerk and
pulled the trig-
ger multiple

times.
The gun jammed, however,

and Stetina fled the store,
driving from the scene with
Ashley L. Sobczak, 21, of
New Berlin, according to the
complaint.

Sobczak allegedly drove
the teens during both
attempted robberies. 

Verdun pleaded guilty on
Dec. 12 to one count of bur-
glary. A second count of bur-
glary was dismissed and
read into the court record. A
sentence hearing in the Ver-
dun case is scheduled for
March 2.

S o b c z a k ,
who faces one
count of
armed rob-
bery, is sched-
uled to return
to court Jan.
26 for a plea
hearing.

During a
preliminary hearing in May,
one of the Carroll students
testified he and his friend
were walking from a party
when they were approached
by two subjects, whom inves-
tigators believe were Stetina
and Verdun. 

He said a subject holding a
gun cocked it and used it to
hit him in the shoulder and
elbow as he attempted to
hand over his wallet but he
was unable to identify either
suspect’s face and wasn’t
sure which one fired the
weapon as the two victims
fled the scene. 

Stetina

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Sobczak

Two suspects sought in Brookfield Toys ‘R’ Us fire
BROOKFIELD — Brook-

field Police Department
officials are seeking the
public’s help in identifying
two women accused of
arson at Toys “R” Us, 355 S.
Moorland Road.

Captain Thomas Vento
sent a news release updated
with details on the fire
Thursday, which occurred
Dec. 16 at the toy store in
the stuffed animals aisle. 

Surveillance video screen
captures from the date at
around 8:50 p.m. show two
women, believed to be sus-
pects, enter the store. 

Further review of the

security cameras show the
two women staged near the
entry door. When the store
employees leave the cus-
tomer service desk to check
on the fire, the two women
exit “via the entrance push-
ing a shopping cart full of
undetermined merchan-
dise,” the release states.

Suspect No. 1 is described
as a black female in her
early 20s with a slender
build wearing a green knit
hat with a gray tassel, a
Green Bay Packers “G” logo
and a maroon jacket over
her gray hooded sweatshirt.

The second suspect is also

believed to be a black
female, heavy set, wearing a
waist-length jacket with a
fur-trimmed hood, a knit
hat and boots with fur trim.

The initial damage esti-
mate to the store, without
knowing the full extent of
smoke and fire damage to
the building, was about
$100,000.

Those with any informa-
tion are asked to contact
Detective Rick Oehlke or
the police department at
262-787-3623. 

— Freeman Staff
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Photo courtesy of the Brookfield Police Department

Toys “R” Us surveillance captures show two suspects at the customer service desk, at 355
S. Moorland Road, on Dec. 16 prior to a fire being started there.

Wrong-way driver
detection devices to
be added

WAUKESHA — The Wis-
consin Department of
Transportation is adding
more wrong-way driving
detection devices to the
area before the end of the
year. The devices will be
integrated into the system
in early 2017. 

New locations include:

■ Interstate 41 894 High-
way 45 northbound at Beloit
Road

■ Interstate 41 894 High-
way 45 northbound at
National Avenue

■ Interstate 41 Highway
45 southbound at Highway
190 Capitol Drive 

■ Interstate 43 north-
bound at Green Bay Road
and Capitol Drive

■ Interstate 43 north-
bound at Silver Spring Port
Washington Road 

■ Interstate 94 north-
bound at Howard Avenue 

■ Interstate 94 north-
bound at Walker Ramps 

■ Interstate 94 south-
bound at Mineral Ramps
East (6th Street) 

■ Interstate 94 south-
bound at Mineral Ramps
West (9th Street) 

■ Highway 145 Fond du
Lac Ave at 107th Street 

■ Highway 145 Fond du
Lac Ave at 91st Street. 


