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By Ashley Haynes
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — La Casa de
Esperanza welcomed the new
school year with style at Fri-
day morning’s ribbon cutting
ceremony. Students, parents
and community partners all
gathered for the grand open-
ing of La Casa’s recently
completed charter school.
Tiny drummers put on a
show for spectators as they
provided the soundtrack for
each speaker who walked
toward the stage before the
building. Welcoming
remarks were made by Ansel-
mo Villarreal, president and
CEO of La Casa de Esperan-
za. Villarreal has dreamed of
creating a new charter school
for years.

“Today is a historical day,
not only for La Casa de Esper-
anza and the Waukesha com-
munity, but it is a historical
day for school reform,” said
Villarreal. “No one would
argue that we have a signifi-
cant statistical difference
between low-income children
and more affluent children.
That is the core of La Casa
and we serve the same oppor-
tunities other children may
have.”

Villarreal expressed his
gratitude for all of the sup-
port the community has

shown throughout the pro-
cess of constructing the new
school. One person in partic-
ular showed exceptional sup-
port and was brought on
stage to speak after him — Lt.
Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch.

“I so wholeheartedly
believe in La Casa’s mission
to close the achievement gap
here in Wisconsin and

become a model for the Unit-
ed States of America,” said
Kleefisch.

She recalled how when she
met Villarreal for the first
time 10 years ago, he gave her
a tour of La Casa. One of the
first things he did was point
to an empty lot of land and
say “One day we will build a
school there.” Kleefisch said
the completion of this new
charter school has been a
long time coming.

“Truly this was a moun-
tain to be taken up and
thrown into the sea,” said
Kleefisch. “And today, a
mountain has been moved, a
school has been built and it
will be open to educate young
ones from across Waukesha
County.”

The last speaker Friday
morning was the Rev. Larry
Dulek, who led the group in a
blessing for the school and
asked for a moment of
silence to pray for those
affected by the flooding in
Houston. Then, it was time to
cut the red ribbon.

All of the people who have
donated to La Casa de Esper-
anza and made the new char-
ter school possible were invit-
ed to the front of the school
and awarded a plaque. Then,
Dulek and Marcos Ramos, a
past La Casa board member,
had the honor of cutting the
ribbon.

Students and families were
invited into the building
shortly afterwards. Kids
found their brand-new class-
rooms as parents looked on
and snapped photos.

La Casa de Esperanza’s
new charter school cost a
total of $6 million dollars
and will serve over 300 stu-
dents. Villarreal says he
hopes the school will one
day serve over 1,000 kids.

Email: ahaynes@conleynet.com

Ryan
From Page 1A

He said it’s been since
before the 2008 Recession that
America’s economy grew 3
percent during a year, instead
hovering around 1 to 2 per-
cent annually. That lack of
growth has resulted in flat liv-
ing standards and wages.

“We have sort of had a stag-
nant growth. If we get to 3
percent we can change all
that. But we can’t get to 3 per-
cent next year if we don’t do
tax reform this year,” Ryan
said. “So the House is going to
be very aggressive in pushing
this. We have worked very
closely with the Senate and
the White House to get this
going this fall and get it done
by the end of the year.”

So far, Ryan said the basic
outline has been completed
and now committees are fill-
ing in the details.

When it comes to taxing
businesses in America, Ryan
said the rate is far higher
here than in foreign coun-
tries, which generally tax
businesses in the range of
22.5 percent, while companies
like Harley-Davidson and
Miller Coors that are based in
the U.S. are taxed at 35 per-
cent. For smaller businesses,
such as LLCs and sole propri-
etors, taxes are 44.6 percent. 

The way taxation is now,
Ryan said, the United States
is losing headquarters and
jobs to foreign countries.
Johnson Controls’ headquar-
ters is now in Ireland, where
it is taxed at 12.5 percent.

“Right now, the U.S. tax
code is telling them you
should not build stuff in
America and hire people
here. We have to reverse that
so that is why we think tax
reform is really, really critical
in this 21st century and we
have an agreement on how to
do that,” he said.

He is proud that Foxconn
announced it will build its $10
billion manufacturing facili-
ty in Wisconsin and feels opti-
mistic that the state govern-
ment can get the incentive
package approved.

“I think they are going to
get it done. I think they need
to get it done. If we don’t do it
then it will go to Pennsylva-
nia or North Carolina or one
of these other states that are
dying to have these jobs, so
it’s contingent-based aid, it’s
a contingent-based incentive
package,” he said.

“If the jobs come, then the
incentive comes. I think they
structured it the right way.  If
not Wisconsin, then some-
where else and we’ll miss this
opportunity to bring this sec-
tor to our state and that is the
way you need to think as lead-
ers, which is what are the jobs
of tomorrow and how do we
make sure that the people
growing up in Wisconsin can
stay in Wisconsin and have
good careers and this really
helps that.” 

Combating opioid addiction
When it comes to fighting

opioid addiction, Ryan feels it
is necessary for the govern-
ment to help fund a solution
to stop the epidemic.

“This is pay now or pay a
whole lot later and a whole lot
later is wasted lives and
unproductive citizens and
health care costs through the
roof so it really is one of
those things that government
does have the responsibility
to attack as a serious problem
in this country,” he said. 

The epidemic knows no
socioeconomic bounds and is
wasting lives, Ryan said. In
fact, he speculated that the
problem could cost the coun-
try billions of dollars if it’s
not brought under control.
Recently, the Comprehensive
Addiction Recovery Act
(CARA) was passed, which
took two years to create. 

“We passed that bill and
now we are funding it and the
goal is to get resources out to
communities to come up with
comprehensive plans to fight
opioids and what we want to
achieve out of that is evi-
dence on what works best to
stop the opioid crisis,” he
said. 

Health care reform
The individual health care

market is collapsing, Ryan
contends. 

“But Obamacare basically
rewrote the individual mar-
ket and they did it in such a
way that it’s basically collaps-
ing right now. The idea of

Obamacare was to force peo-
ple to buy this government-
mandated insurance and
force young people to pay a lot
more than they otherwise
should have to subsidize
everyone else,” Ryan said.

In fact, Ryan said it’s the
sicker people who are still
buying insurance through
the marketplace because they
need it, resulting in the rates
“going through the roof.”
Then because the rates are so
high, healthier people are not
buying it, resulting in insur-
ance companies going out of
business. 

The bill that the House of
Representatives passed in
May would allow people to
buy insurance that is priced
accordingly so people don’t
have to buy benefits they
don’t need. In addition, the
health care costs for people
with catastrophic illnesses
would be subsidized. 

Ryan said if the federal and
state governments would
cover the top 5 or 10 percent of
people with catastrophic ill-
nesses, the health insurance
market would become stabi-
lized for everybody else. Peo-
ple then would also be given a
tax credit to buy insurance
and would have more choices;
and costs would decrease
because of more competition.

The bill failed in the Senate
by one vote, but Ryan said he
remains hopeful that some-
thing will be passed.

Children of undocumented
immigrants

When asked about DACA,
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, Ryan said the
children whom this program
affects were brought to the
U.S. at a young age and this is
the only home most have
known.

The program, created by
President Barack Obama’s
administration, provides pro-
tections from deportation to
undocumented immigrants
who were brought to the U.S.
as children to work or study.
Ryan criticized Obama for
using executive power to cre-
ate the program, which he
says should have gone
through Congress.  

“I think we need to have a
humane legislative solution
to this. That’s how this ought
to get fixed and so I support
Congress fixing this problem
because it needs to be done by
the legislature and I think the
president agrees with that,
and I think he agrees that that
this needs to be done in a
humane way because these
kids, this is the country they
know. They are not right with
the law right now, which is
what the whole Obama thing
is about and this is something
the Congress is going to have
to grapple with.”

Trump is expected to

announced his plans for
DACA on Tuesday.

Military strategy
A goal is to rebuild the mili-

tary, Ryan said, explaining
that war and budgets have
hollowed it out. Steps to do
that are underway, such as a
financial package that was
approved earlier this year by
the House and is awaiting
approval by the Senate.

Internationally, he is con-
cerned with North Korea,
which he fears will help with
the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, saying Kim Jung-un
is racing faster toward a
nuclear weapon than his
father. 

“We have good missile
defense technology and I
worry less about Kim Jung-
un hitting California than I
worry about him hitting the
region or selling a weapon to
the top bidder. That is really
my biggest concern, prolifer-
ation, so I think that the first
answer is to get our allies to
step up and join a solution to
convince (North Korea) that
this isn’t a good path for them
and that really means China,”
he said.

Quite a few lessons have
been learned from the fight
against ISIS that are now
being applied in Afghanistan,
he said.

“What we have learned
from those fights, I think they
have translated those lessons
over to Afghanistan. And I
think the president’s new
Afghanistan policy reflects
the lessons we have learned
on what success looks like in
the fight against ISIS in Iraq
and Syria and I think they
have translated that into
Afghanistan, which I think is
a good thing,” Ryan said. 

Working with the president
Trump and Ryan have a

good working relationship, he
said, despite their differences.

“We are very different peo-
ple; we get along well. I find
keeping conversations pri-
vate is probably the most pro-
ductive way to keep things
going in the right direction.
Sometimes I will publicly dis-
agree with him  but we have a
very good relationship
because we basically have
agreed that this is the agenda
that we want to execute and
implement. He knows I want
him to succeed because I
want this country to succeed.
And getting this agenda done
is how we succeed as a
nation,” Ryan said.

He also touted the success
the Republican Party has had
under the Trump administra-
tion, saying more bills have
been passed in the first six
months under Trump than
under Obama, President Bill
Clinton and both President
Bushes. 

To bring attention to the
party’s accomplishment, they
created the website Didy-
ouknow.gop. 

Role as speaker
Ryan said he has been able

to maintain the requirements
he made when he assumed
the role as House speaker,
which were going home to
Janesville on weekends to
spend time with his wife and
three children, and to have an
agenda to execute. 

Despite a change in his role,
Ryan said he still sleeps in his
office. He said his days con-
sist of waking up, working
out, showering and then
working until about 11:30
p.m., then doing the same the
next day.

“I am home every weekend.
If I’m not it’s because my fam-
ily and I are camping in Col-
orado or something like that,”
he said.
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Despite being on “sabbati-
cal” for months, Cerreta
said he still gets calls from
people locally and interna-
tionally who wish to see the
Les Paul Exhibit and he
opens it for them. Once the
museum is reopened, Cerre-
ta said, the plan is to have
the Les Paul Exhibit near
the entrance on the first
floor.

As work continues on the
building, Cerreta said there
is much excitement about

the changes among volun-
teers, board members and in
the community.

A fundraising gala will be
held Sept. 16 to collect funds
for the first new exhibit that
will focus on innovation in
Waukesha County. Other
new exhibits will follow.

The cost of remodeling of
the space for the museum is
being covered by
Prairieville Limited. 

Cerreta said he wants to
“re-engage the entire county
what the Waukesha County
Museum is all about.”
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House Speaker Paul Ryan responds to a question from Free-
man Publisher & Editor-in-Chief Bill Yorth.

“We are very different
people; we get along well. I
find keeping conversations

private is probably the
most productive way to
keep things going in the

right direction. Sometimes
I will publicly disagree with
him ... but we have a very
good relationship because
we basically have agreed

that this is the agenda that
we want to execute and
implement. He knows I
want him to succeed

because I want this coun-
try to succeed.And getting
this agenda done is how
we succeed as a nation.” 

— House Speaker Paul Ryan,
describing his relationship with

President Donald Trump
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La Casa de Esperanza students make their grand entrance by performing a drum routine
called a “call to peace.”

Drumming in the 
new school year

La Casa 
de Esperanza 

officially opens
new charter

school

The Rev. Larry Dulek and Marcos Ramos, a previous La
Casa board member, cut the ribbon.

La Casa students settle right into their new classrooms as
they jump into their first day of school.


