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La Casa Charter School
leaders say program key to 
combating ‘summer slide’

By Lauren Anderson
Freeman Staff 

WAUKESHA — For students at La Casa de
Esperanza Charter School, the break from
school was ever so brief before returning to
their classrooms this summer. 

As of last week, school is back in session
for six weeks of summer school — an oppor-
tunity La Casa’s leaders say is at the core of
their mission to close the achievement gap. 

The “summer slide” of learning loss is a
well-documented trend, with students often
scoring lower on standardized tests at the end
of summer compared to the beginning. 

Research indicates students will lose about
two months of math computational skills
over the summer and that teachers typically
spend between four and six weeks re-teaching
material that students have forgotten over the
summer. The trend disproportionately affects
socioeconomically disadvantaged students,
who don’t have access to the same education-
al resources at home as their more affluent
peers. 

About 65 of La Casa’s students — well over
half of the school’s total enrollment — are
participating in the summer program, which
is optional and offered free to families. Stu-
dents meet Monday through Thursday from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. with breakfast offered to all at
the start of the day. 

By Katherine Michalets
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — In order to
create new branding for
downtown Waukesha, mem-
bers of the development
team at Savage Solutions
immersed themselves in the
area. From that they devel-

oped three bullet points to
summarize the downtown
area: The Arts are Impor-
tant; Celebrate Community;
and Be Proud! (Be Loud!). 

From there, they selected
topography, colors and even-
tually a message to draw in
visitors to the heart of the
city. During the Mayor’s Cel-

ebrate Waukesha Breakfast
on Tuesday, a presentation
of the new branding effort

was given to a packed room
at Tuscan Hall.

Joel Hermanson, brand
strategist and graphic
designer for Savage Solu-
tions, started his presenta-
tion with the definition of
what a brand is — a question
he answered with a quote
from Dolly Parton: “Find out

who you are and do it on
purpose.”

Community Development
Director Jennifer Andrews
said Savage Solutions was
hired for the work because
of its energy and the team

members’ ability to bring a
new perspective. The Mil-
waukee-based company has
done work for Bublr Bikes
and the city of Oak Creek.
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New branding celebrates
downtown’s energy

Sensenbrenner:
Sit-in was like

‘banana republic’

The new branding for downtown Waukesha was developed by
Savage Solutions and attempts to capture the energy and per-
sonality of the area.

Design to be used by businesses, city for promotion

Due process legislation 
on its way to House

By Brian Huber
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — U.S. Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner
said last week’s sit-in by Democrats in an attempt to
force consideration of gun control laws in the wake
of the Orlando, Fla., shooting only distracted from
the work on the docket.

“We had the sit-in, which kind of
made the House of Representatives
look like a banana republic, but
despite the fact that the sit-in was
going on, we were able to deal with the
people’s business,” he said. 

“We did pass a bill which provided
funding for the Veterans Administra-
tion and also to combat the Zika virus
despite the hoots and hollers and
obstruction that was going on. I am glad we did this
essential public business despite having difficulties
being heard. ... It funded the VA for the next year, so
it’s an annual appropriation bill. Unfortunately, it
passed on a party-line vote. Everybody should be
supporting our veterans, but the ones that voted no
on that essentially voted for no money for the VA
medical account for the next year and that’s just
irresponsible.”

Sensenbrenner’s comments came, ahead of a trip
to his home district during the Fourth of July break
on Capitol Hill, during which the Menomonee Falls
Republican said he would be holding town hall meet-
ings and attending other events in this area.

Sensenbrenner gave a positive assessment of
Janesville Republican Paul Ryan’s work as speaker
of the House.

Sensenbrenner

Charles Auer/Freeman Staff

Alynah Barrientos, a kindergartner at La Casa Charter School, uses Gummy
Bears to make charts during a summer school class.

Narrowing the
achievement 

gap with 
summer school

By Lauren Anderson
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — While Mil-
waukee can no longer
enforce a longstanding rule
that city workers live within
its limits, local officials pre-
dict the change won’t be felt
too much in Waukesha Coun-
ty.

Milwaukee has required its
more than 7,000 employees to
live within the city bound-

aries since 1938, but the Wis-
consin Supreme Court ruled
last week that the residency
rule is subject to a state law
barring such restrictions.
The state law prohibits local
governments from enforcing
any residency requirements
beyond requiring police and
firefighters to live within 15
miles of the government
unit. 

Despite speculation that
the ruling could prompt a

flight of Milwaukee’s work-
ers from the city to outlying
suburbs, Waukesha County
Executive Paul Farrow said
it isn’t likely. 

“I don’t think there’s going
to be a huge exodus that’s
coming out of Milwaukee
because of this,” he said. “I
think what it does is it gives
individuals who happen to
work for the city the opportu-
nity to really look at ‘where
do I want to live?’”

Farrow said it affords more
flexibility for city workers to
pick their preferred place to
live, and couples, in particu-
lar, who are looking for a con-
venient location between
their places of work. 

Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly said he likewise does-
n’t anticipate many moving
to Waukesha, particularly
because of its distance from
Milwaukee. 

Farrow touted the deci-

sion, noting Waukesha Coun-
ty’s lack of a residency
requirement. 

“I have county employees
who live in Milwaukee Coun-
ty who want to come out here
to work and do a phenomenal
job,” Farrow said. “And I
think that’s what we, as an

employer, should be looking
at. If we don't need a residen-
cy requirement to keep
employees here, we should
allow them to live and move
where they want to go.” 

The court ruling has been
praised by Gov. Scott Walker
and his fellow Republicans,
but decried by Democrats,
including  Milwaukee Mayor
Tom Barrett, who said it’s
stripped the city of local
control. 

Will Milwaukee’s residency rule change impact Waukesha County?
Officials not predicting suburban flight from our far-northern neighbor
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in county 2A
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Residency
From Page 1A

“Obviously, I’m angry
about this decision
because of the impact that

it has on
this com-
m u n i t y, ”
Barrett said
f o l l o w i n g
the deci-
sion. “This
is not the
Wisconsin
that we

have lived in before, and
the people of this state
have to recognize the dan-
gers when you have one
political party who con-
trols every level of power.
When that happens, you
don’t have checks and you
don’t have balances.” 

“Local decision-making,
local control and local
home rule are now just
principles that the Repub-
licans pay lip service to,”
Barrett added. “Aligning
with special interests and
paying back political
favors are now the real
values of Wisconsin’s
political power elite.” 

Contributing:
The Associated Press

Email: landerson@conleynet.com 

Sensenbrenner
From Page 1A

“I think Speaker Ryan is
doing a very good job and he
certainly was put to the test
when the Democrats were
doing their sit-in. This was
designed to get publicity and
it got lots of that and also was
designed to shut down the
government, because part of
the government is the legisla-
tive branch of government —
we make the laws, we appro-
priate the money, and we
were passing a bill (Wednes-
day) to appropriate the
money for things like VA
medical care and combating
the Zika virus.

“On the overall issue of
gun control, none of the bills
that the Democrats have sup-
ported would have had any
impact in identifying those
who committed the last four
massacres,” Sensenbrenner
said.

He added that none of the
people accused in the attacks
in Orlando, Fla., San
Bernardino, Calif., Fort
Hood, Texas, and the Boston
Marathon “were on any type
of terrorist watch list, and all
of the bills the Democrats are
proposing take away the con-
stitutional Second Amend-
ment rights of people who
have nothing to do with ter-
rorism.”

Due process bill
One topic now on Sensen-

brenner’s list is due process.
He said the Judiciary Com-
mittee has unanimously
passed legislation making it
easier for people to get back
things taken from them
under federal civil forfeiture
laws when they are not asso-
ciated with a crime. He is try-
ing to get a bill heard on the
House floor, he said.

“When someone’s property
is seized and they are not
involved in the crime at all, it
is very, very difficult under
current law for the owner of
the property to get it back
and it requires a lawsuit in
federal court if arbitration
fails, and usually it costs
more money in lawyer’s fees
to fight a seizure under the
Due Process Act than (what)
the value of the property
involved is,” he said. 

“So what the Due Process
Act does is it says that if
somebody’s property is
seized they are able to have a
quicker resolution and a
cheaper resolution by a judge
in case the property has been
erroneously seized by law
enforcement. Unfortunately,
law enforcement in some
jurisdictions have been
aggressive in property
seizures under civil asset for-
feiture as a way of supple-
menting the budget beyond
what a city council or county
board of supervisors appro-
priates for that. While forfei-
ture, I think, is an important
tool, it should be used for law
enforcement purposes rather
than as a fundraising scheme
by law enforcement.”

Water case unique
Sensenbrenner praised the

approval of Waukesha’s plan
to divert water from the
Great Lakes, calling it a
“great victory for Waukesha
and its citizens.” But, he said,
he did not expect such diver-
sions would be repeated else-
where frequently.

“I think Waukesha was
unusual. This is why Wauke-
sha earned the unanimous
support of the Great Lakes
governors and the premiers
of the Great Lakes provinces
in Canada. One is there was a
need to get Great Lakes water
into Waukesha because of
the radium contamination of
the well water. So there was a

very clear public health con-
cern that has been demon-
strated repeatedly as this
issue was being debated,” he
said. “Secondly, the plan that
had been proposed by Wauke-
sha and amended a couple of
times during this process
actually returned all of the
Great Lakes water that was
diverted in a treated manner
back into the Great Lakes.”

Sensenbrenner added he
was angry at what he saw as
Milwaukee’s objection to the
diversion.

“Milwaukee had a knee-
jerk anti-suburban attitude,
and Milwaukee took the posi-
tion that we don’t care that
the well water is a public
health hazard in Waukesha;
they can just go fly a kite.
And I am glad we were able to
overcome that in the eyes of
governors and Canadian
provinces far afield from our
area.”

National issues
Sensenbrenner also lauded

the Supreme Court decision
blocking President Barack
Obama’s plan to protect the
parents of children who are
in the country legally and a
program that benefits people
who were brought to the U.S.
as children. He said it was
clear the president over-
stepped his authority, and the
Supreme Court agreed that
the Constitution leaves issues
of immigration and natural-
ization to Congress to
address.

When asked about the
upcoming Republican
National Convention in
Cleveland next month,
Sensenbrenner said he
planned to attend not as a del-
egate but to help Paul Ryan
with what he needs as chair-
man of the convention. When
asked if he thought a “Dump
Trump” movement would be
successful in finding another
nominee besides Donald
Trump, Sensenbrenner gave
an emphatic “no.”

“Let me say this is probably
the most unusual election
season. Donald Trump is the
presumptive nominee of the
Republican Party. There may
be some action by some dele-
gates that do not want to see
Trump nominated, and my
response to that is that the
party is going to have to be
unified in order to win, and
Mr.Trump won a majority of
the delegates fair and square. 

“So I would hope that the
convention would be able to
get a message out to the
American public that Mr.
Trump and the Republican
Party have a view of the dif-
ferent direction we want to
take the country from Hillary
Clinton and the Democratic
Party. I think if we are suc-
cessful in doing that, you will
see a closer election than the
pollsters indicate and it will
come down to the wire in the
weeks before Nov. 8.”

Email: bhuber@conleynet.com

U.S. Rep. F. James
Sensenbrenner upcoming
town hall meetings

Friday:
9:00 a.m. — Newburg Village
Hall, 614 Main St.
10:00 a.m. — Kewaskum Vil-
lage Hall, 204 First St.
11:00 a.m. — Addison Town
Hall, 127 First St.
11:45 a.m. — Jackson Village
Hall, N168-W20733 Main St.

July 10
7:00 p.m. — West Bend City
Hall, 1115 S. Main St.

July 31
7:00 p.m. — Brookfield Public
Safety Building, 2100 N. Cal-
houn Road

School
From Page 1A

Though optional, school
leaders say the program's
importance is stressed to
families. 

“They know that this is the
expectation,” Executive Vice
President of Institutional
Advancement Larry Pesch
said. “It’s a commitment
they make to us and we
make to them ... It’s an
important piece of our over-
all academic program ... It’s
a proven piece of a success-
ful model.”

Individualized instruction
On Thursday morning,

about 15 students sat cross-
legged for storytime while
another group down the hall-
way sang a bilingual song in
music class. Principal Kristy
Casey said the school main-
tains its focus on the core
areas of reading, math and
writing during the summer
months with the added fun
of having a daily curricular

theme — like Thursday’s
theme of camping. Soon,
they will have a Waukesha
Police Department represen-
tative visit for “Detectives
Day.”

The school tracks Mea-
sures of Academic Progress
data closely and each stu-
dent has individual goals in
reading and math related to
their math scores that teach-
ers are to focus on during the
summer. 

“The teachers are taking
the students’ MAP scores ...
and are developing one read-
ing and math goal that they
are going to work on with
each child so we’re really
looking at individualizing
learning for each child dur-
ing the summer,” Casey said. 

MAP scores are one of the
accountability measures
used by its authorizer, the
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, which has estab-
lished a goal of 110 percent
growth rate in MAP scores
from fall to spring among
students who are most affect-
ed by the achievement gap. 

“We have to close the gap
and we’re committed to
that,” Casey said. 

About 64 percent of the
students are Hispanic, 16
percent are black and 11 per-
cent white. Just five percent
of the school families speak
Spanish only at home. 

The school emphasizes its
English-only instruction,
and students will begin
learning Spanish as a second
language starting in first
grade. 

Parental engagement
Pam Mantanona, parent

coordinator for the school
and mother of a rising La
Casa first-grader, said the
school's success relies in
part on parents being
engaged in the school and
their child’s education. 

Mantanona has seen first-
hand the change in her
daughter Victoria, both
behaviorally and academi-
cally, since Mantanona has
increased her involvement
at the school. She’s had
fewer behavioral issues at

school and saw a 41-point
jump in her Math MAP score
and a 27-point hike in her
reading scores between fall
and spring. Typical gains
are about 13 points. 

Mantanona said she was
convinced of the importance
of summer school when she
saw the statistics about
learning loss over the sum-
mer. 

“It took her all year to get
her where she (Victoria) is —
and then you're going to lose
it? No,” Mantanona said.
“...That's crazy.” 

Mantanona said she's been
touting the benefits of sum-
mer school to La Casa par-
ents to make sure they bring
their children.

“They don't have to bring
their kids — it’s not manda-
tory, but they are bringing
them and these kids are all
going to be ready academi-
cally when they get back,”
she said. “So I think it's great
that we have this many kids
that are here voluntarily.” 

Email: landerson@conleynet.com 

Branding
From Page 1A

Going forward, Herman-
son wants the business com-
munity to use the branding,
which includes a logo and T-
shirts currently, to purpose-
ly promote their businesses
and the entire downtown.

Eventually, the branding
will be used on banners for
downtown light poles and
could be used on additional
T-shirts, farmers market
tote bags, murals, coffee
mugs and beer glasses. 

“It’s feeling artistic. It’s
feeling celebration. It’s feel-
ing proud,” Hermanson said
of the logo.

When exploring Wauke-
sha, Hermanson said he and
the other Waukesha out-
siders from Savage Solu-
tions discovered there were
more art-based businesses
in the downtown area than
most communities and there
was a call for people to come
together.

“We got an energy from
the people in downtown
Waukesha,” he said.

In addition to using it on
business brochures, web-
sites and other promotional
materials, Hermanson said
the logo can be used on T-
shirts that can be given
away as part of a promotion,
which would help bring in
customers to a business
while increasing the brand
recognition.

“(We want) to get the
brand in the hands of the
business owners so they can
actually use it,” he said.

T-shirt possibilities
include “Bars and Guitars”,
“Get Your Brunch On”,
“Arte, Musica y Cerveza!”

(art, music and beer). 
“It’s not just about calling

attention to downtown
Waukesha itself, but about

generating buzz for the busi-
nesses,” Hermanson said.

Email: kmichalets@conleynet.com

The new branding for downtown Waukesha was developed
by Savage Solutions and attempts to capture the energy and
personality of the area.
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STATE NEWS

MILWAUKEE

Fast food mix-up 
leads to shooting

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mil-
waukee police say a cus-
tomer upset with his order at
a Taco Bell shot into the
restaurant’s drive-thru win-
dow.    

Taco Bell management
says that after leaving with
his order, the man was upset
to discover the employees
forgot to add sour cream. He
called the restaurant and the
manager told him to come
back the next day for a free
meal because they were
closed.   

Authorities say the man
returned a short time later,

about 12:20 a.m. Monday,
and shot at the bulletproof
window and an employee’s
car. No one was hurt. Police
are looking for the man. 

Two West Allis 
residents charged 
in woman’s murder 

MILWAUKEE — Two
West Allis residents have
been charged with the  mur-
der of Tess M.M. White,
whose body was found May
17 in South Dakota.

CEDARBURG

Man charged in 
Strawberry Festival
accident 

CEDARBURG — A Brown
Deer man has been charged

with three felonies and a
misdemeanor following a
crash that injured two
pedestrians Sunday night as
the Strawberry Festival
came to a close.

POLITICAL NEWS

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Final Benghazi report:
No ‘smoking gun’
pointing to Clinton

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Republicans on
Tuesday concluded their $7
million, two-year investiga-
tion into the deadly attacks
in Benghazi, Libya, with
fresh accusations of lethal
mistakes by the Obama
administration but no

‘‘smoking gun’’ pointing to
wrongdoing by Hillary
Clinton, then secretary of
state and now the
Democrats’ presumptive
presidential nominee.   

WORLD NEWS

ISTANBUL

Suicide blasts kill
dozens at Istanbul 
airport

ISTANBUL (AP) — Sui-
cide attackers killed dozens
and wounded more than 140
at Istanbul’s busy Ataturk
Airport, as Turkish officials
blamed Tuesday’s massacre
at the international terminal
on three suspected Islamic
State group militants.    
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