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$5,000
reward

offered in
New Berlin
explosion

case 
NEW BERLIN — The

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, in
conjunction with the New
Berlin Police Department,
has announced a reward of
up to $5,000 for information
related to recent explosions
on Coffee Road in New
Berlin.

Police were called to the
18300 block of West Coffee
Road at 4:20 p.m. Monday to
assist the New Berlin Fire
Department in responding
to a report of a sparking
electrical wire in conjunc-
tion with an explosion.
Upon arriving, an officer
reported observing a frayed
electrical wire and gray
smoke coming from the
ground beneath the wire, a
Tuesday press release
states.

There were no reported
injuries related to either
detonation.

The New Berlin Police
Department requested the
assistance of We Energies,
the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, the Milwaukee
County Bomb Squad and the
FBI to investigate the cause
of this incident.

Evidence recovered sup-
ports two explosive device
detonations. The first
occurred Saturday in the
early morning hours, and
the second was the one on
Monday afternoon.

Those with information
can dial 1-888-ATF-BOMB,
email ATFTips@atf.gov or
submit an anonymous tip
through the ReportIt app
which is available on Google
Play and the Apple App
Store, or by visiting
www.reportit.com. When
reporting, be sure to include
as many details as possible
and contact information for
potential followup if a
reward is sought. 

Investigators have since
closed Coffee Road between
Calhoun Road and Heide
Lane; Woelfel Road between
Observatory Road and Cof-
fee Road; and Coffee Road
between Heide Lane and
Woelfel Road. Despite the
closures, residents should
still be able to access their
homes, the release states.

More information about
the incident will be released
as it becomes available,
police said. Please refer to
New Berlin’s home page,
www.newberlin.org.,  for
any updates about the road
closure. 

ON THE BEAT

Derek Yurkiewicz/Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — Student Joseph Anaya demonstrates his drumming skills during his Aztec
drumming class on Tuesday at La Casa de Esperanza.

Differently-painted chairs called “Call for Peace Chairs” created by Jesus Avila’s after-
school Aztec drumming class on Tuesday at La Casa de Esperanza.

Jesus Avila teaches Aztec drumming to his after-school class Tuesday at La Casa de
Esperanza in Waukesha.

Warhawks 
get payback on
Raccoons 1B

Board approves 
community discussion

dates in wake of
diversity debate

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

OCONOMOWOC — It’s been over half a year since dis-
cussions of race, disability and privilege were brought
up at Oconomowoc High School and the community is
still figuring out the best way to move forward. 

At a Tuesday night School Board meeting, it was revealed
that two dates have been set aside to host community con-
versations about diversity. Both sessions will be moderated
by two facilitators that bring with them years of experience
in education and similar conversations about equity. 

“What’s exciting about this recommendation is it’s
billed as a community conversation,” said Superinten-
dent Roger Rindo. “This isn’t going to be sitting in rows,
it’s going to be an active conversation.”

The goals of the first session on Oct. 18 are to help
attendees understand their biases and assumptions and
how they are personally affected by them, as well as indi-
viduals’ perceptions of themselves and others and how
they can impact the classroom.

The second session, on Nov. 5, will go over areas of
need and interest specific to “marginalized identities”
and what areas attendees think are important.

OCONOMOWOC AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

See DIVERSITY, PAGE 8A
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City Hall 
project 
survives 

Mindiola Park project
funding approved

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Plans to construct a new City Hall
remain on track, after aldermen rejected a motion to
rescind their Aug. 7 vote to construct a new building at the
hall’s existing site, 201 Delafield St. 

The move occurred during a more than
five-hour Common Council meeting Tues-
day that saw contentious discussions on
the funding of the project, as well as anoth-
er multi-million capital improvement
endeavor: the Mindiola Sports Complex.

The debate on whether to fund both pro-
jects, and how much to spend, wasn’t set-
tled until 11:13 p.m., when Mayor Shawn
Reilly broke a 7-7 vote on whether to approve the city’s
entire five-year capital expenditure budget, called the
Community Investment Program, or CIP. 

Reilly, who as mayor can only vote in the event of a tie,
supported passing the CIP, assuring that dollars will be
allocated to $63.5 million worth of projects in 2019. 

City Hall 
Although aldermen did devote the better part of an hour

to studying the anticipated costs of the City Hall project —
which is now estimated at $27.3 million, including about
$4.3 million for design and contingency — the discussion
on whether to rescind the Aug. 7 vote was dispatched in 30
minutes. 

Addressing the council on Tuesday, Alderman Cory
Payne said rescinding the Aug. 7 vote wouldn’t mean
killing the new City Hall, but would give aldermen more
control over setting a budget for the project. 

“We have to consider the taxpayers — needs versus
wants,” he said. 

But Alderman Erik Helgestad worried that rescinding
the council’s earlier vote backing the project would only
leading to “punting” a decision on City Hall further down
the road. 

In the end, the vote to rescind failed 5-9.
Later on, critics of the project, including Kathleen Cum-

mings and Cory Payne, made several unsuccessful
attempts to reduce funding for various elements of the
project in the CIP. 
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